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NEW BARNCRAFT COLLECTION

Visit us at Booth #7
GHBA Product Expo - Oct. 19, 2017

NEW BarnCraft™ Rolling Doors & Hardware

GlassCraft’s line of rolling doors and hardware just keeps getting
more and more exciting. Introducing the latest BarnCraft Collection with many new door styles, hardware and decorative options
and extensive size selection. Offering out-of-the-box sizes for barn
doors and new iron plank doors for use as shutters, media cabinet
doors, room dividers, and more. BarnCraft is the best choice for
premium quality barn doors at affordable pricing.
WHAT’S NEW IN BARNCRAFT:
• New rolling doors: Iron Planks, Routed MDF, Contemporary,
and Continental.
• New Vintage rolling hardware kit.
• Extensive size options starting with 24” wide and up to 96” tall.
• New decorative options.
BarnCraft products are available at your GlassCraft-authorized
dealers in Houston.
Contact us for more information:

www.glasscraft.com | 832-250-9436 | 2002 Brittmoore Rd., Houston TX

www.glasscraft.com

Style Line® Series
Advantages of Vinyl Frames:
•
•
•
•

Extremely durable
Non-corroding
Virtually maintenance-free
Exceptionally energy efficient

Style Line® Series vinyl windows are crafted with narrow frames to allow for more visible glass area. The
slim-profile design minimize obstructed view between two windows, making Style Line Series a great
choice to use in combinations that reflect a sleek, contemporary look. Frames are available in eight
Premium Vinyl finishes in colors to suit your style.
Enhance Style Line® Series windows with your choice of upgrades from The Comfort Package.

Milgard® Vinyl Window Frame Colors

Milgard Windows & Doors
705 E Wildlife Parkway #105
Grand Prairie, TX 75050
Milgard.com
817.525.2601 OCTOBER 2017 | Houston Builder | Greater Houston Builders Association – Building a Better Future
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Bonded Builders Warranty Group is now

A single source solution provider
centered around you.

Let us help you sell more homes by offering the following Centricity products:
Classic New Home Warranty • Warranty Assist • Residential Energy Guarantee®
iConnectProtectSM • Appliance PakSM

Get in touch today.
Sean Vitelli, Regional Sales Manager | svitelli@centricity.com • 281.850.3378
Learn more at centricity.com
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Contact Brittany Feldmann at (832) 215-7232 or
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The original and #1 brand of radiant barrier has
been made in Texas since 1998.
At LP, we are proud to be making LP® TechShield® Radiant Barrier Sheathing
in Texas. As the original brand of radiant barrier, TechShield has been helping
homeowners save money on their energy bills for nearly 20 years. Designed to
block radiant heat, it can lower attic temperatures by up to 30° F. It installs like
conventional sheathing and requires
no additional labor, making it a costeffective way to build a more energyefficient home for Texans.

For more information visit LPCorp.com/MadeInTexas
© 2017 Louisiana-Pacific Corporation. All rights reserved.
All trademarks are owned by Louisiana-Pacific Corporation.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Houston Rises to the
Challenge Post-Harvey
learning my brother’s house was flooded
and his family had no way to get out of
their neighborhood.
Finally, the rain let up. First responders
and everyday people self-organized
water rescue efforts for family, friends,
and neighbors—truly heroic in my eyes.
As the water started to recede, I started
loading tools and supplies to go out and
begin the hard work of remediation.

By GHBA President BO BUTLER,
Butler Brothers Construction

No one imagined the unprecedented
flooding our city would experience after
Hurricane Harvey inundated us with
51 inches of water over two days, and
the shocking aftermath when thousands
more homes flooded due to the release
of water at detention dams.
I, like most Houstonians, expected the
typical storm, and we could handle it
as long as it did not stall over the city.
During the day on Saturday, it was basically a non-event, but the rains started
that night and continued and just didn't
seem to stop; and the flooding began.
When I woke up early Sunday and turned
on the news, I was shocked. My first reaction, as many builders, was to check on
homeowners and determine what could
be done to help. But the high water on
the roads and around my neighborhood
boxed me in. Like many others, we called
family and friends to assess everyone’s
situation. My anxiety skyrocketed after

10

Many builders and untold homeowners
and volunteers started to remove sheetrock, insulation, and contents in an effort
to prevent mold. For over two weeks,
that was the focus for many—gut and
clean, then evaluate next steps.
Homeowners now must work their way
through insurance, FEMA, and personal
budget issues before they make a
commitment to their rebuilding strategy.
The city will need every remodeler and
custom builder company to help shoulder the load and meet the needs of so
many homeowners.

How do we start rebuilding? One bit at
a time. Jump in. Everyone will have to
continue to help.
Custom builders are now going to be
remodelers, so how can the remodelers
help the custom builders with these
new demands? Your GHBA started by
helping educate members about the
necessary procedures needed to begin
drying out and cleaning the flooded
houses. We also added a disaster and
flood resource link on the GHBA website.
Associate members began email campaigns to ensure builders had access to
much needed supplies and equipment.
The GHBA is also encouraging custom
builders to join the Remodelers Council

(RMC) and to attend GHBA Legal Counsel
Ian Faria's contract seminar at the
October 19 Product Expo. This will allow
them access to remodeling contracts and
ensure builders and their clients have the
protection of the TAB contract.
As the immediate relief needs are met,
the city, state, and Corps of Engineers will
begin to address long term recovery and
planning efforts and GHBA’s Government
Affairs Committee will remain actively
involved in the process.

What else can the GHBA do to support
our builders and associates in the
rebuilding effort? Please let us know
your ideas and suggestions. Continue
to check the GHBA website for updates
and information. There is a link to the
numerous media interviews the GHBA
spokespersons have given that cover
everything from labor shortages, immigration issues, to building material prices
and frequently asked questions from the
home buying public.
My general recommendations to builders
are to be cognizant of the higher costs
associated with remodeling projects, as
well as the pressures on labor and material costs due to high demand. Be careful
not to over leverage your business, or
run into liquidity issues due to work that
homeowners are unable to pay for in a
timely manner.
This has been a life-changing event for so
many in our city. We, as builders, remodelers, suppliers and trades are the faces to
which tens of thousands are looking to
help bring back some semblance of what
their lives were before Harvey. Thank you
for your continued hard work, expertise,
and dedication to rebuilding Houston.
We are in this together! n
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DRAINS 2X FASTER THAN OTHER DRAINABLE WRAPS

The Better
is in the Details
TamlynWrap® Drainable Wrap is the industry leading

management product from Tamlyn. This innovative product
effectively eliminates excess moisture and mitigates the
damaging effects of mold and rot.

1.5 mm spacers

Its unique design removes at least 100 times more bulk

water from a wall versus standard wraps. This is achieved

through
the gap created by 1.5 mm spacers bonded to a
th

high performance wrap. This patented gap design provides

a true drainage and drying space between the sheathing and
cladding material.

www.tamlynwrap.com

800-334-1676
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ADVOCACY REPORT

Beginning Harvey Recovery
Special city and county rebuilding, permitting requirements

By BRADLEY PEPPER,
Director of Government Affairs

I

t goes without saying that the
Houston region and coastal areas
throughout Texas experienced
unprecedented disaster and
devastation from Hurricane Harvey and
there are tens of thousands of families
and people that remain displaced. The
challenge of rebuilding and “getting
back to normal” will take years and for
some people and in some areas, it will
never be realized.
Each day presents new questions
regarding what is being required
and enforced as we undertake this
unparalleled reconstruction effort,
and the GHBA is working with city and
county officials to provide as much
current information as we can to help
ease the burden of this recovery on
our members and homeowners. As
new information becomes available,
we will be updating the GHBA website
and disseminating that through the
weekly e-newsletter.

12

As time passes from the actual event
of Hurricane Harvey, we will begin
to address the policy and regulation
changes that will almost certainly
come. The GHBA Government Affairs
team has already started engaging
with other stakeholders, in addition
to key county and city department
officials to set the stage for those
discussions and make sure we have a
seat at the table.

City of Houston
Rebuilding Requirements
When repairing flood damaged homes
within the City of Houston there
are different permit requirements
depending on whether or not the
property is located within the 100
year floodplain.
For structural repairs on properties
outside of the floodplain:

Permits are not required for:

•• Tarping

•• Repairing wooden and metal fences
less than 8 feet in height

•• Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting,
cabinets, counter tops and similar
finish work
•• Repairing damaged gypsum board
(a.k.a. sheetrock or drywall) that is
not part of a fire-rated assembly
•• Repairing exterior wood fascia, trim
and soffits

Permits are required for:

•• Repairing damaged gypsum board
that is part of a fire-rated assembly
(e.g., a shared wall in a townhome)

•• Structural damage such as walls
being moved, joists or rafters
knocked down, and roof collapse
•• Repairing siding that exceeds
128 sq. ft. and all exterior veneers
•• Roof covering and repair that exceeds 100 sq. ft.

•• Replacing windows, exterior doors,
and the door between an attached
garage and house
In addition, all electrical, mechanical
or plumbing work to a home must
be permitted.
When making repairs to property
located inside the floodplain, the extent
of the damage will help determine the
permitting requirements.
If the total cost to repair a home to
its pre-damage condition is under
$10,000, a floodplain development
permit is not required.
If the total cost to repair a home to its
pre-damage condition is more than
$10,000 and it is not “substantially
damaged,” a floodplain development
permit is required.
Substantially damaged only applies
to property in the floodplain (Special
Flood Hazard Area or 100-year
floodplain and floodway). Substantial
damage means that the total cost of
restoring a home to its pre-damage
condition equals or exceeds 50% of
the pre-damage market value of the
structure only (i.e., not including the
land value).

Continued on next page >>>
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Litigation, Lawyers, and Lawsuits ...
and How Proper Risk Management
Can Help You Avoid Them

Copyright 2017 StrucSure Home Warranty. All Rights Reserved.

Check out our blog to learn more about the risk management
best practices we recommend our builders employ to safeguard
their assets, protect their resources, reduce their liabilities,
and minimize costs: www.strucsure.com/about-us/blog/

CONTACT ME TODAY TO LEARN WHY STRUCSURE HOME WARRANTY IS THE
NUMBER ONE PROVIDER OF NEW-HOME WARRANTIES IN TEXAS.
Contact me to learn more about StrucSure’s insurance-backed, new-home
warranties and how you can get the best coverage available on workmanship
and materials; wiring, piping and ductwork; and structural components.

D’ANN BROWN, CGA, CGP
Insurance Agent License #1755172
832.814.3942 | dbrown@strucsure.com | www.strucsure.com

HOW THE NATION’S BEST BUILDERS PROTECT THEIR BUYERS.

Greater Houston Builders Association – Building a Better Future | Houston Builder | OCTOBER 2017

13

>>> "Harvey Recovery," continued from page 12
In addition to requiring a floodplain
development permit to rebuild or
restore homes that are deemed
substantially damaged, a homeowner
will be required to:
•• Submit an Elevation Certificate
to show that the house is already in compliance with
Floodplain Ordinance
•• Submit a repair plan that includes bringing your property
into compliance

•• Or appeal the Substantial Damage
Determination with the Floodplain
Management Office
To help facilitate recovery and
rebuilding efforts, the City of Houston
Permitting Center has extended hours
for flood damage permits to 7:30 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m. at all of its offices. At the
time of printing they had also opened
a temporary satellite office for flood
damage permits only and have plans
to open more to better serve the
hardest hit areas. In addition, they have
a “one-stop” program in place at the
main office with the goal of providing
same day permits to those who choose
that process.

Houston Permitting Center:
Main Office:
1002 Washington Ave., 77002
Permanent Satellite Offices:
Kingwood Office
3915 Rustic Woods Dr., 77339
Clear Lake Office
1335 Regents Park Dr. #130, 77058
Northwest Office
10555 Northwest Fwy #148, 77092

Temporary Satellite Offices:
Southwest Multi-Service Center
6400 High Star Dr., 77074
With the breadth of recovery
work that will be required, city
departments are working to improve
internal practices and continue to
determine what requirements are
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necessary and will be enforced. We
will continue to communicate with
those departments to ensure that our
members are equipped with the most
current information.
Houston Permitting Center:
www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/
City of Houston Floodplain
Management Office:
www.publicworks.houstontx.gov/
floodplain.html
Houston Recovers:
houstonrecovers.org/

Rebuilding Requirements
in Unincorporated
Harris County
State and federal regulations require
that a building permit be issued for
repair work for every home that flooded
in unincorporated Harris County.
It is also a FEMA requirement to ensure
that flood insurance is available to
residents of Harris County and they
require a copy of that permit to receive
refund compensation. Tearing out
drywall, cleaning out and mucking
houses, however, do not require
a permit.
For flooded homes not located in
the floodplain, the Harris County
Engineering Department Permits
Division will not require an inspection
to receive a permit. Those homeowners
should receive a permit in the
mail automatically.
For homes located in the floodplain,
an inspection will be required.
Department staff have already
begun those inspections and plan
to move through neighborhood by
neighborhood. The inspection will
determine whether the house has
been substantially damaged and what
permit requirements that property is
subject to moving forward.

Harris County
Engineering Department:
www.eng.hctx.net/permits/

EPA Waives Lead Paint
Requirements for
Certain Renovations
According to the NAHB, renovations
in homes built prior to 1978 must
be supervised and/or performed by
a certified renovator using lead-safe
work practices and comply with the
Lead Paint Renovation, Repair and
Painting (RRP) rule.
However, when the work is considered
an emergency renovation, which is
defined as one that results from a
sudden, unexpected event, certain
certification and lead-safe work
practices are waived. But other
provisions remain in place, including
post-renovation cleaning and recordkeeping requirements.
The Environmental Protection
Agency has defined the emergency
provision of the RRP rule by saying that
contractors performing activities that
are immediately necessary to protect
personal property and public health
need not be RRP trained or certified
and are exempt from the following
RRP rule requirements: information
distribution, posting warning signs at
the renovation site, containment of
dust, and waste handling.
Firms are NOT exempt from the RRP
rule’s requirements related to cleaning,
cleaning verification, and recordkeeping. Further, the exemption
applies only to the extent necessary
to respond to the emergency. Once
the portion of the renovation that
addresses the source of the emergency
is completed, the remaining activities
are subject to all requirements of the
RRP rule.
For more information on disaster
recovery, please visit the NAHB
Natural Disaster Resources Toolkit at
www.bit.ly/naturaldisasterstoolkit. n
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Why Leave the
Garage Unfinished
25%
OFF!

?

YOUR FIRST
FLOOR COATING
Increase your gross and give your buyers a floor they will love... complete before move-in!
•

5-year “no-peel” warranty

•

A beautiful remedy for concrete imperfections

•

Colors and styles not found anywhere else

•

•

Surface meets ADA for slip resistance

15+ years experience... with glowing references
from local builder & interior decorators!

SURFACE SYSTEMS OF TEXAS
281.776.5111 | www.SurfaceSystemsOfTexas.com
Michael Raney | michael@SurfaceSystemsOfTexas.com

2014 Pinnacle Award Winner

A true financial
partner, makes your
dreams possible.
As a true financial partner, Trustmark has helped individuals
and families with home financing solutions for generations.
When you are ready to take that step, we will be here to
provide mortgage options for any situation or stage in life.
Discover why we are more than just another bank. Call or visit
us today to learn more. People you trust. Advice that works.
945 Bunker Hill, Suite 200 | Houston, TX | 713.827.4240

Member FDIC

trustmark.com
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FEATURE STORY

Tax Reform is Out.
A

TAX CUTS Possible.

fter failing to repeal or replace
Obamacare, Republicans are
now focused on tax reform, a
seemingly much easier task. Distance,
however, is tax reform’s best friend.
Proposals that look great in theory are
routinely derailed by details. And, that
is why there has been no significant tax
reform since 1986.

deduct state and local income taxes
from their federal taxes. The problem
is that if Congressional Republicans
attack this deduction, they will incur
the wrath of dozens of interest groups,
as well as court the potential loss of
Republican seats in high tax states
such as California, New Jersey, and
New York.

Passing tax reform has historically
required a bipartisan coalition to
withstand the many opposition groups
that intensively lobby to protect their
deductions. Moreover, it will be inordinately difficult for Republicans to pass
revenue-neutral tax reform on a partisan basis with a slim two-vote majority
in the Senate and with a president with
an approval rating in the upper-thirties.
Thus, expect—a small tax cut, but no
structural tax changes.

Simply put, a partisan Republican effort
that raises taxes is politically next to
impossible. This is why the border tax
adjustment—which was a very good
idea—was withdrawn even though
it would have raised $1 trillion over
the next decade from importers. The
intense political pushback from large
retailers and others was simply too
much. For this same reason, the mortgage interest deduction and charitable
deduction are already off limits.

Republicans generally agree that
individuals should not be able to

Reducing corporate taxes is an idea
that has broad support across the
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political spectrum since many U.S.
headquartered firms have already
“moved” to Europe to escape high U.S.
corporate taxes.

The problem is that financing the lower
tax rate requires eliminating corporate
deductions for, among other things,
investment, and doing that would
have perverse effects. It would raise
the cost of new investment and thus
reduce economic growth, the opposite
of the intended effect. If we reduce
the corporate rate to 15 or 20 percent,
enough to overcome the investment
problem, we create enormous incentives for people to re-characterize
wage income as business income,
leading to enormous deficits.
This leaves the most likely outcome
being a small tax cut. While a large
tax cut might seem more appealing,
with an existing budget deficit that is
already large, and on track to get much
worse over the next decade because of
rising healthcare and retirement costs,
the votes for a large tax cut that will
increase our already enormous debt
are simply not there.
In short, the inability to increase the
deficit on one hand and the political
Article by Elliot

Eisenberg, Ph.D.,
president of

GraphsandLaughs
LLC. His daily

economics and policy blog can
be found at www.econ70.com.
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inability to raise revenues by closing
loopholes on the other makes this
entire exercise very difficult.

A Solid Foundation
for Your Business

Written Insured

New Home
Warranties

Tax reform is hard, demands unpleasant trade-offs, and even creates
divisions that cut across party lines.
For example, some Republicans oppose
tax breaks for renewable energy, but
members of Congress from states with
substantial wind and solar energy will
strongly disagree. While Republicans
may agree on the broad outline of
tax policy, such as lower rates and
fewer loopholes, they will divide on
the details as they reveal themselves.
With a slim Republican majority,
Democrats in no mood to help, and an
election year fast approaching, meaningful tax reform will wait for another
Congress. Despite the legislative need,
I peg the chances of a meaningful tax
cut at 65/35 percent. n

Texas Strong for Over 35 Years!
MARK SMILEY
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Solutions from slab to sky™

RAPID RESPONSE.
CENTERED ON SERVICE.
Complete and accurate delivery of materials — on time, every time

Suncoast Post-Tension is dedicated to helping customers achieve safe and successful slab on ground installations,
strengthening foundations and avoiding costly delays. From our quality products and expert field crews to our
highly-rated PTI-certified facilities, our performance builds confidence that materials will be delivered on time,
maximizing efficiency at the work site.

To learn how we can optimize your post-tension project, call 800.847.8886 or visit suncoast-pt.com.
Proudly serving Houston and Central Texas
Greater
Houston
Builders
Association
– Building a Better Future
Builders
as a member
of the
GHBA since
1983.

DID YOU KNOW?
SUNCOAST DELIVERS:
• Global Strength and Local Focus
• Technical Expertise
• Product Innovation
• Certified Field Crews
• Industry Leadership
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FEATURE STORY

THE ECONOMIC TOLL:

Hurricane Harvey's
Business Impact
H

oustonians are resilient. The conversation here in
Houston has already changed from “I hope your family is
safe and dry” to “What does this mean for our business?”
We did some meaningful research to help answer that question.
Here is what we learned.
In the wake of Hurricane Harvey, damage is severe. Our best
estimate from reading media reports is that at least 35,000
homes are destroyed, and another 150,000 homes will require
substantial repair. We did some research on Hurricane Katrina
and other floods to help anticipate what to expect. Here are
some of the numbers:

1

Repair and remodeling spending will surge 9 percent
nationally, taking labor and material resources away from
new home construction. John Burns' VP Todd Tomalak expects
total 2017 disaster repair spending to reach $23 billion, which is
more than double that of 2016. Those without flood insurance
will tend to DIY.

2

statistics and research, estimates approximately 10 percent of
Houston-area apartments flooded from Hurricane Harvey, and
believe most of the 70,000 vacant units will become occupied
quickly. With housing vacancy certain to decline, we expect the
incentives to disappear.

4

Construction volumes will be higher than forecasted in 2018
and later. It took about five years after Hurricane Katrina to
rebuild the housing stock in Harrison and Hancock counties.

History Lesson #1: Labor Costs Will Rise

Following Hurricane Katrina, wages and salaries per construction worker jumped by over 14 percent in the state of
Mississippi, as a shortage of workers drove up costs).

New home construction costs will rise for several years.

Government regulation and oversight will likely increase,
making home construction more expensive. After three major
floods in less than three years, most Houstonians no longer
believe flooding is a once-in-a-lifetime event.

Labor costs will rise. Eight of the 14 builders we spoke with
expect new home permits to decline for the balance of the year,
primarily due to short supply of labor. All builders expected
labor prices to continue increasing. Construction worker compensation rose 14 percent in Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina.
Our clients in Dallas expect to lose workers to Houston as well.
Land prices likely to remain stable. The shortage of land in good
locations will likely continue to keep land prices high.

3

Real estate discounts will disappear. Prior to the hurricane,
many new home sellers and apartment landlords were
offering incentives to buyers and renters due to a slowly
growing economy and an overbuilding of expensive apartments. Apartment Data Services, the Texas leader in apartment

Article courtesy of John Burns Real Estate Consulting.
Written by David Jarvis, senior vice president; Todd Tomalak,
vice president; and Matt Farris, senior associate.
Learn more at www.realestateconsulting.com
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History Lesson #2: Five-Plus Years of
Rebuilding for Hardest-Hit Areas

It took five years of rebuilding for Harrison and Hancock counties
after Hurricane Katrina. Initially, this was catastrophic for the
housing stock, as nearly 20 percent of housing was destroyed.
We expect 2017 U.S. disaster repair and recovery spending to
reach $23 billion, which is at least double that of 2016. Overall,
this will increase national R&R spending 4 percent in 2017 and
1 percent in 2018. We are raising our 2017 and 2018 forecasts
to 10 percent and 6 percent increases, respectively, in repair
and remodeling expenses.
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History Lesson #3: Short-Term Pain, Followed
by 'Catch-Up' in Construction Volume

Construction grew by 171 percent in the two years following
Hurricane Katrina, as homes lost to hurricane damage had to be
rebuilt—despite approximately 200,000 New Orleans residents
permanently relocating.

History Lesson #4: Resale Home Prices Take a
One-Year Hit after a Flood

Floods are hard on home prices. We looked at the impact of
flooding on resale home prices in Meyerland, a community
within Houston. Meyerland has flooded four times since 2015,
with a huge effect on median home prices compared to the
rest of the city. Resale prices declined by high single digits
for about a year after the flood, while prices in the rest of
Houston increased.

Manufacturers of spiral stairways in wood (any species),
metal, stainless steel, aluminum & brass. Stock or custom
built to any size. Quality selection & competitive prices.
Shipped Worldwide. Free Brochure.
Stairways, Inc.
4166 Pinemont, Houston, TX 77018

800.231.0793 | 713.680.3110
www.stairwaysinc.com

Median resale prices fell for two reasons:

1. Meyerland became a less desirable neighborhood after
repeated flooding.
2. Many resale transactions (up to 20 percent in periods immediately following a flood) were homes in need of repair. The
chart below shows home sales excluding lot-only (distressed
from storm) sales.

In summary, it will be a long time before Houston returns to
normal. We believe new home construction will fall in the short
term but rise in the long term. New home prices will have to go
up because costs will go up. We believe Houstonians will work
hard to rebuild the region we love. n
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FEATURE STORY

ASK THE EXPERT:

Post-Flood FAQs

The water has finally receded. Now what? Practical advice to share with
your homeowners from NAHB Remodelers Chair Dan Bawden, GMB
Q. What is the first thing I should do
if my home got flooded?

Q. What things are important to document with pictures for insurance?

A. Call your flood insurance company
and file a claim.

A. Document all damaged surfaces
and contents. Do this before you do
any remediation. Specifically, be sure
you take pictures of the water level
at is highest (or the high-water line),
both inside in all rooms, and outside
your home. Take photos of damaged
furniture, where the water line got to
on all appliances, including the washer,
dryer and water heater. Document
what floor material you have in each
room. Take photos of all lower cabinets
and document the type of countertop
each has. Take pictures of your vehicles
and any flooded outdoor structures.
You cannot take too many photos.

Q. How can I find out if I have flood
insurance, and who to call?
A. Call your homeowner’s insurance
company or your mortgage company.
They can tell you how to contact your
flood insurance company.
Q. Should I wait to hire a general
contractor/remodeler?
A. No – Do detailed phone interviews.
Interview with local remodelers now,
pick one and ask to get on his or her
list. An accurate estimate for repairs
cannot be given until the tearout/
dryout stages are complete.

Q. Who can I get to remove the wet
stuff from inside my home?

A. If you can cut the carpet into small
pieces and lug it out to the curb yourself, do so. Same with soggy furniture
pieces, clothing and items you can
manage.
Do not remove the sheetrock and
insulation yourself. Why? You may
remove more than is necessary and
this adds cost to the build-back. Also,
handling these materials will put your
skin in too much contact with the toxic
floodwater. This water wicks up into
the insulation in your outside walls. If
the mold has started to appear inside
or outside the walls, use of a respirator
mask (a real one, not the paper ones)
and gloves are a must.
If you cannot manage to do this removal work on your own, keep the A/C
running as cold as possible and wait for
the remediation company. Tip: Call the
larger churches in town – sometimes
they have volunteer teams who can
remove the wet stuff from your home
for free.
Your home’s central air conditioning
system can reduce the humidity level
to about 45%. This is not enough to dry
out wet surfaces such as the slab and
lower walls. It just helps. The dehumidification machines the pros use, reduce
humidity levels to 15% to 17%.

"Providing insurance
protection to Texas Builders
for over 40 years."

HOTCHKISS
INSURANCE

Call us to learn more about the
many options we have for builders
Kena Armstrong, CIC 713.292.5729

2015

BeslApndes
toWorkFor

www.hiallc.com
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Q. Is my homeowner’s insurance
going to pay for any of this?
A. No. Not unless there is non-flood
related damage – such as structural or
roof damage. If flood water rose from
below and that water also actively
flowed through your home, there may
be structural damage to the framing.

Continued on next page >>>
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WE BUILT HOUSTON ONCE.
WE WILL DO IT AGAIN.
BMC STANDS WITH YOU
We are Texans too. We take pictures of our kids on the side of the road in a field of bluebonnets. We hunt. We fish. We
love football. We eat chips and queso like it’s our job. We wear diversity as a badge and always remember where we came
from. We protect and defend. And we will pit our BBQ against East Carolina, Memphis and Kansas City any day of the
week. And twice on Sundays.
We are BMC. In the building industry, our name means something. We’ve been helping home builders & remodelers
succeed in up markets, down markets and every market in between for over 100 years and counting. BMC has steadily
grown into one of the nation’s leading providers of building materials & construction solutions. Our strategic vendor
partnerships and global sourcing provide access to and continued supply of preferred products and brands our customers
need and trust. Long term relationships are key to our success. Our local market focus allows for personalized service
and local market expertise that only a hometown supplier can provide. Our Reputation is solid. We helped build this city
once and we remain committed to provide our customers the products and services to do it again.

LET US HELP YOU BUILD EASIER
MY BMC
LOGISTICS MANAGER

LOGISTICSMANAGER
NOW YOU CAN:
• Get instant and accurate answers to
“Where’s my order?”
• Receive email and text delivery notifications
• See photos of delivered materials sitting
at your jobsite.
• Quickly and easily verify credit pickups.
• Facilitate subcontractor scheduling by
knowing delivery details.

READY-FRAME®

ONLINE ORDERING
COMING SOON!

COMPUTERIZED PRE-CUT
FRAMING PACKAGES

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
AT BUILDWITHBMC.COM!

Let technology put you ahead of the schedule and
competition with computerized pre-cut framing
lumber at BMC. You give us the plans, and we cut
everything you need, just how you need it.
• We guarantee the takeoff
• Accurate to 1/16”
• Build 20% faster with the same crew

Building just got easier with online account access
at BuildWithBMC.com. Your one-stop shop for
everything you need to get the job done.
RESEARCH PRODUCTS AND PRICING

PLACE AN ORDER - ANYTIME

• Less risk, less labor, and less waste
• Better. Faster. Safer. Greener. Guaranteed.

TRACK ORDER STATUS
CREATE AND SAVE REORDER LISTS
OF FREQUENTLY USED PRODUCTS

24/7 ONLINE ACCESS

MANAGE ORDERS, VIEW ORDER
HISTORY, PAY BILLS ONLINE

Greater Houston Builders Association – Building a Better Future | Houston Builder | OCTOBER 2017
BuildWithBMC.com
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>>> "Post-Flood FAQs," continued from page 20
You will have to hire an engineer to prove the cause of the
damage, as insurance companies these days are fighting to
deny coverage wherever they can.
Q. Do I need a dumpster?
A. No. Put your wet contents out front on the curb for city
pick-up. It may be there for a few weeks and kill your grass,
but it is a small price to pay.
Q. How do I find a water remediation company?
A. Ask your homeowners insurance agent for a list of names.
Calling a company you find on Google may be OK if it is a
recognizable name. Always check to see if they are members
of the BBB and check their reviews on Google before signing
a contract. Also, ask to have their general liability insurance
company email you a copy of their “insurance certificate”
with your name placed as the loss payee at the bottom left.
If they can’t do this, pass them by.
Q. When do I have to replace electrical outlets and switches? What about the wires in the wall that got wet?
A. If the water reached your outlets, typically at about 14
inches off the floor, they all need to be replaced. Same with
switches. A licensed electrician should look over your system
after a flood, including the wiring, all devices, and breaker
box, for any sign of damage. Unless your wiring shows signs
of damage, it usually does not need to be replaced. Clients
will often update the wiring by adding grounded wire while
the walls are open.
Q. I was thinking of doing some updating and remodeling
soon anyway. Is now a good time to do that or will it mess
up my insurance claim?

A. Your insurance settlement, in theory, is supposed to put
your home back where it was before the flood (this is not
true). Once you find out what your settlement is, doing
more extensive remodeling will not affect it. Note that
flood insurance will not write you any checks if you do not
actually spend the money to rebuild your home. They may
require an affidavit from you and your contractor that the
work was completed.
Q. I have men coming to my door offering to remove the
carpet and sheetrock? How do I know if they are pros?
Should I hire them? What questions should I ask?
A. Professional remediators should not be knocking at your
door. Hiring an unsolicited contractor puts you at very
high risk that the work will not be done properly, or worse.
Your home is your biggest investment. Do not risk it. As
tempting as it is, do not hire someone who knocks on your
door unsolicited.
Q. The remediators I am using want most of the money up
front. I don’t want to lose them. What should I do?
A. Most pros are going to bill the insurance company so
you don’t have to worry about paying them. If you hire a
non-pro, be very careful. If you are self-paying, do not pay
more than 10% up front. These guys do not need “materials
money” to do tear-out and remediation. They should be
using equipment they already have. Further, the bulk of the
work takes place in less than a week. Then there are only
dehumidifying machines running for a few days after that.
Ask to pay on completion. If they are unwilling, offer 40%
when the drywall has been removed and mildewcide applied.
Pay the final 50% on completion, which is when the home
has been checked with a moisture meter and determined

Flood Recovery Panel
HOSTED BY THE GHBA REMODELERS COUNCIL
Video replay available now!

The sold-out GHBA Remodelers Council Luncheon on September 12, 2017
featured an excellent panel including representatives from the City of
Houston, 2017 NAHB Remodelers Chairman Dan Bawden, GHBA General
Counsel Ian Faria, and special guest, former NAHB Remodeler Council Chair
and Louisiana remodeler, Geep Moore.
If you were unable to attend, or would like to hear this valuable information
again, a video replay is now available to GHBA members.
TO WATCH: Please log in to the GHBA website then go to

www.ghba.org/disaster-resources/flood-recovery-panel/
22
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to be dry. This testing should be done by the remediator
when the fans and dehumidifiers are being removed. Your
home should be swept clean by the remediators, and all
trash hauled off or placed out front of the home before you
released the final payment.
Q. What is the proper procedure for effective,
professional remediation?
A. The extent of removal depends on the height and duration
of the flood waters. Someone who had only one inch of water
come in may be able to keep all their cabinets. Someone
who got 6 feet of water will not be able to salvage anything.
Here is a summary of what a professional remediator will
typically do:

•• After photographing it all, remove: wet flooring (including the “screeds” or strips of wood under wood floors),
furniture, clothing, appliances that sit on the floor, and
cabinets if the water rose above 3 inches.
•• Remove baseboards, all wet insulation, drywall to 2 feet,
4 feet or 8 feet, depending on the water height. If doors
and trim (like door trim and window sills) got saturated,
they should be removed too.
•• After the walls are opened and the slab cleaned up, apply
mildewcide to all exposed surfaces in the walls, and all
framing that got wet.

Q. Do I need to pull City permits?
A. See Advocacy Report, page 12.
Q. How does the Model Energy Code affect my
whole-house restoration?
A. The City of Houston, Bellaire, the Villages and many local
jurisdictions have adopted the Model Energy Code. This
Code adds a lot of extra requirements.
Q. What questions should I ask to screen out bad contractors? What are the red flags?
A. Look for contractors who are they members of a professional trade organization, such as the Greater Houston
Builders Association or the National Association of the
Remodeling Industry.
Get and call references and confirm that they have done this
type of work (in your part of town) before. Avoid all out of
town contractors.
Are they BBB members and are they listed there when you
search www.BBBhou.org? Check their rating. If you search

Continued on next page >>>

•• Install and monitor commercial dehumidifiers – at least
3, for homes 2,000 square feet or less.
•• Install high velocity air mover floor fans – at least 6 for
homes 2,000 square feet or less.
•• If the home had mildew growth begin in the walls, the
open walls will need to be sprayed with a special primer.
Q. Will my flood insurance pay for all the remediation costs?
A. Usually, but not always. Flood insurance allows reimbursement for a certain set of activities, but some will not
be covered. For example, removal and replacement of your
kitchen and bath countertops is not covered, even though
removal of your soggy lower cabinets is covered!
Q. Will my flood insurance pay for all the cost to put my
home back together?
A. Unfortunately, no. The sad reality is that flood insurance
will only pay about 50% of the real cost to restore your home.
That means you will have to pay the rest out of pocket. If
you don’t have the cash, you will have to borrow it. You may
decide to sell the home after the remediation.
Q. I can’t afford to repair my home. Should I walk away
without doing the remediation and sell it as is?
A. No. You must remove all the wet surface and dry out the
home, or it will turn into an old farm and severely hurt the
market value, even if you think it is a tear-down.
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>>> "Post-Flood FAQs," continued from page 23
on the BBB site and they don’t show up at all, that is a red
flag. If they have no reviews (Google, Yelp, Houzz, etc.), that
is a red flag. Pass them by. All legit contractor have at least
these trappings of professionalism.
Do they have a general liability insurance policy in place? If
so have the insurance company send you proof of insurance.
Do NOT take the insurance certificate directly from the
contractor. They can be easily forged.
Q. The remediation crew is going to be working all over my
home at once. How do I protect my valuables?
A. On regular remodels, you can change the locks on one
bedroom door and keep your jewelry, guns, cash and expensive collectibles in there. Not so with flood remediation. The
best idea is to box those items up and take them to the home
of a family member or friend until your home is repaired. Do
this before the remediators get there. I heard several stories
of big-name remediation crews who stole jewelry and cash
while onsite doing the remediation.
Q. Is my mortgage company involved in this?
A. Yes. If you have a mortgage, your flood insurance company
will probably mail you a check (or series of checks) that
require both your signature and the mortgage company’s
sign-off. Often the mortgage company is slow to cut checks
during the work. Contractors cannot wait weeks to get paid
as they typically pay their workers every week. You may be
asked to pay for work as it progresses and get reimbursed
when the check arrives later.

done by the same companies who did the remediation. Try
to find a professional residential local remodeling contractor.
If you can find one with a national certification in remodeling,
your chances of having a good experience are even higher.
Use the trade organization websites, and call contractor’s
references before you have the contractor come out to
your home.
Q. What questions should I ask when I call a
contractor’s references?
A. Here are some great questions to ask:

•• What was the communication like? Could you get your
contractor on the phone if you needed him or her?
•• Did you get a weekly schedule?

•• How neat was the jobsite kept? Did they broom clean the
job every day? Did they use any dust removal machines?

•• Do you feel like you got a good value for the price paid?
•• What were the workmen like? How comfortable were
you having them in your home? Were they friendly and
polite, or were some “sketchy”?
•• Was there always an English-speaking person on the job
in case you had an important question?
•• Did they have a fixed place of business or did they work
out of the back of their truck?

Q. What do I do after I get the house dried out?
A. Unfortunately, the remediation companies do not do a
very good job of re-construction. My company has been
called to undo and re-do unacceptably poor workmanship

Article by Dan Bawden, Graduate
Master Builder, GHBA remodeler,
president of Legal Eagle
Contractors Co. and 2017 NAHB
Remodelers chair.

Come See Why Over 6,000 Members Are
Part of The Stevenson Group/One Digital!
Offering GHBA Association Medical Plans as well as specially
designed 401k plans, The Stevenson Group/OneD igital has helped save
millions of dollars for member companies.
The Stevenson Group allows you to focus on what you do best:
leading your business. Contact us to find out more!

14800 Saint Mary’s Lane Suite 105 Houston, TX 77079 (281) 752-9300 www.OneDigital.com
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HOWDY PARTNER APRON SPONSOR
TITLE SPONSOR

Sherwin-Williams Paint Co.

T-SHIRT SPONSOR

Ironwood Connection

AWARDS SPONSOR

NIGHT LIGHTS SPONSOR
SíEnergy

WRISTBAND SPONSOR

Suncoast Post-Tension, Ltd.

STAGE SPONSOR

Hotchkiss Insurance Agency

The Stevenson Group/One Digital

HITCHPOST SPONSOR

WILD TURKEY KOOZIE SPONSOR

Allpoints Services

ConnectOne Security

POKER RUN SPONSOR
Chase

WRANGLER JUDGES SPONSORS

DataSmart/Duncan Security
DuPure
Ferguson Bath, Kitchen
& Lighting Gallery
Goodman Manufacturing Co. Inc.
Reverse Mortgage Funding

WATERING
HOLEASPONSOR
CONTAINER
SPONSOR
BANDITO2017
SPONSORS
Greater Houston
Builders
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Better F
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Builders Post-Tension
Legends Architectural Stone
Roy O. Martin/Corrigan OSB, LLC

HomeAid Raises Roofs Over
Houston's Homeless

W

hen it was clear Houston was going to receive
record rainfall from Hurricane Harvey, HomeAid
contacted the agencies it has served over the past 14
years, as well as agencies that are being considered for
construction projects in 2018, to identify damage. The
majority of the problems were roof leaks. Responding
to this crisis, generous GHBA members were on board
immediately with donations through the HomeAid
website, to help initiate the repairs.

HALO DATE AND VENUE CHANGE
DUE TO HURRICANE HARVEY

HomeAid moved quickly to contact Kendall McDermott,
director of marketing and sales for RoofTec, a GHBA
member and HomeAid board member, to ask for
assistance. The response was immediate and the repair
work has begun.
Donations continue to come in through the website from
both GHBA members as well as other Houstonians who
are eager to help this vulnerable population. This has
allowed HomeAid to expand its outreach to an additional
26 homeless care providers that are part of the Coalition
for the Homeless of Houston and Harris County.

2017 HALO Luncheon
Friday, November 3

"Our partnership with RoofTec set the wheels in motion
for launching much-needed repairs for our homeless
care providers," said Bette Moser, executive director of
HomeAid. "We cannot thank Kendall and her team at
RoofTec enough for making this happen so quickly."
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THE WESTIN

Memorial City
945 Gessner Road
Houston, Texas 77024
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www.homeaidhouston.org

HomeAid Welcomes Four New Board Members
At the August board meeting, HomeAid
elected four new board members.
GEORGE GUATTARE, BANK OF
AMERICA: George is a senior vice
president and senior client manager in
the Commercial Real Estate Banking
Group of Bank of America Merrill
Lynch. In his role, George delivers
financial services to commercial real
estate firms, including developers,
homebuilders, investment funds and
real estate investment trusts.
KEITH LUECHTEFELD, SHEA HOMES:
Keith is president of the Houston
Division of Shea Homes, a company
he joined in 2013 to start up Shea
Homes' operations in Houston. Keith
has built the local Houston team

and successfully obtained control of
more than 450 lots in seven product
positions in some of the top master
planned communities in Houston.

KENDALL MCDERMOTT, ROOFTEC:
As the marketing and sales director for
RoofTec, Kendall McDermott launches
and manages all in-house marketing
initiatives as well as garnering new and
existing builder relationships in efforts
to expand and maintain clientele.

the vice president of land acquisition
and development for the North Florida
Division (Orlando & Jacksonville) from
2004 through 2011. Jonathan joined
the Taylor Morrison Houston team in
early 2012.

JONATHAN WHITE, TAYLOR
MORRISON: Jonathan is the Houston
area division president for Taylor
Morrison. He oversees all business and
operation aspects of the homebuilding
and land operations. Jonathan joined
Taylor Morrison in 2004 and served as

HomeAid Community Outreach
Assists Displaced Houstonians

S

ince Hurricane Harvey left town, HomeAid put the call out to the
public to assist the thousands of displaced individuals and families
who have lost nearly everything with donations of home goods to fill
"Essentials Baskets." This is a HomeAid outreach initiative that is an
ongoing partnership with the Coalition for the Homeless of Houston/
Harris County's - The Way Home program.
Since most of these individuals and families are moving into
housing with just the clothes on their backs, HomeAid is expanding
its "Essentials Baskets" to include items such as new bedding,
towels, shower curtains, kitchen utensils as well as hygiene and
cleaning products.
The Way Home is a collaborative model to prevent and end
homelessness in Houston, Pasadena, Conroe and Harris, Fort Bend
and Montgomery counties. The program comprises more than 100
partners from all areas of the community, and is committed to making
data-driven decisions to enact long term, sustainable solutions for
solving homelessness.
"HomeAid has already received more than $5,000 in donations from
across the country for Harvey relief," said Paige Shugart, assistant
director of operations and events for HomeAid. "Those funds were used
to purchase pots and pans, pillows, cleaning supplies, towels and cups and
bowls. These items will complete 150 baskets."
Items can be collected for the baskets by individuals or organizations.
HomeAid will help organize the items and identify the agencies that can
ensure they are delivered to the appropriate people.
For more information on HomeAid "Essentials Baskets" visit
homeaidhouston.org/outreach-Community-Outreach--21/
or call 281-970-8970.

Thank You Sneller Custom
Homes & Remodeling and
1st Texas Fire Protection
A huge thank you to Matt and Jenny Sneller of
Sneller Custom Homes and Remodeling and
Debbie Brotsky and the 1st Texas Fire Protection
team for providing the equipment and labor
to install a fire suppression system that was
required for the Freedom Place recovery center.
Freedom Place offers Christ-centered care and
recovery for underage female victims rescued
from sex trafficking.
Sneller Custom Homes and Remodeling also
donated drywall repair and other miscellaneous
work needed to complete the project.
"The Dream Team of Sneller Custom Homes
and 1st Texas Fire Protection helped provide
the girls of Freedom Place a beautiful, safe and
welcoming environment," said Salty Thomason,
president of HomeAid. "This center offers the
first step these girls will take toward building a
brighter future."
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Like us
on Facebook! Visit www.facebook.com/HomeAidHouston today.
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BENEFIT HOMES PROJECT—"A Home for Good"

Elyson Teams with Chesmar
for Benefit Homes Project

E

Elyson, a new community by
award-winning developer Newland
Communities, is the location for one of
two Benefit Homes being built in 2017.
Chesmar Homes recently completed
construction of its Benefit Home in
Elyson, located at Grand Parkway
and FM 529, approximately midway
between I-10 West and U.S. 290 West.

"We have seen what a very real difference the project makes
to the good works of the nonprofit organizations that it
benefits. We have also seen how the Benefit Homes Project
helps to bring the entire community together around a very
positive goal."

—JENNIFER TAYLOR, VP OF MARKETING, NEWLAND COMMJNITIES

Elyson is 3,642-acres that will be home
to 6,000 families with 750 acres dedicated to recreational amenities and
natural open spaces when completed.

lively social community calendar, and
native landscaping including fruit and
nut orchards.

Elyson celebrates its location on the
beautiful Katy Prairie with historically
inspired Prairie architecture for major
amenities such as Rorick House, a

It is also the fifth and newest community in the Katy Independent School
District by Newland Communities, the
largest private developer of planned
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residential and urban mixed-use communities in the United States.
Beginning in August of this year,
Elyson students started school in one
of three brand-new Katy ISD K-12
schools located less than four miles
from the community.
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PHOTOS: Elyson's 3,642 acres in the Katy Prairie will soon be

home to 6,000 families, with 750 acres dedicated to recreational

amenities and natural open spaces.

“Newland Communities has donated
several homesites in our Houston area
communities for the GHBA Benefit
Homes Project over the years," said
Jennifer Taylor, vice president of
marketing for the Houston division of
Newland Communities.
"We have seen what a very real difference the project makes to the good
works of the nonprofit organizations
that it benefits. We have also seen how
the Benefit Homes Project helps bring
the entire community together around
a very positive goal. At Newland, we
say that ‘home’ means something
different to everyone, and one thing
that everyone values is a strong sense
of community and a willingness to give
back,” Taylor added.

Chesmar built its 2,733 sq. ft. Poplar
Plan for the Project. It is a two-story
design from the Arbor Collection and
features four bedrooms, with three
full baths. The home's common areas
are an open concept for entertaining
and family gatherings. The master and
mother-in-law rooms on the first floor
and two bedrooms and a large game
room are located on the second.
GHBA members donated materials,
labor and services to ensure that when
the house is sold at market value, proceeds will be presented to HomeAid
Houston and Operation Finally Home.
Since this GHBA charity fundraiser began, nearly $10 million has been raised.

In its 37 years, the Benefit
Homes Project has

donated $10 million to
local charities.

INFO: Contact Terry Swenson
at (281) 382-9977 or

terryswenson21@gmail.com for

more information on how you can

participate as a Benefit Home builder/

developer or donate labor/materials as
a Project vendor.
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15th Annual GHBA

PRODUCT

EXPO
2017

October 19 at Sam Houston Race Park Pavilion

ASSOCIATES...RESERVE YOUR BOOTH
BEFORE THEY SELL OUT!
Booth Fee: $850

Includes pipe-and-drape, skirted table, booth sign and company
recognition in the 2017 Product Expo Guide.
TITLE SPONSOR

Contact:

Donna Buenik

281-664-1429
dbuenik@ghba.org

GHBA.ORG/EXPO
THANK YOU TO OUR CURRENT SPONSORS
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BUILDERS, REMODELERS,
DEVELOPERS... ATTEND FOR FREE!
CONTRACT SEMINAR SCHEDULE:

SPEAKERS:

10:30 a.m. to 12 noon
Custom Builder Seminar

James Rudnicki BUSH/rudnicki/Shelton

1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Common Litigation Issues Facing Builders
4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Custom Builder Seminar

DON’T LOSE YOUR ACCESS!
Both the GHBA Remodelers Council and the
Custom Builders Council voted to adopt the Texas
Association of Builders (TAB) contracts in 2013.
This members-only benefit is a fantastic value and
can save you thousands of dollars in legal fees.

TAB recently updated the contracts for the current
legislative session year 2017-2019. Every two years
the contracts expire in order to adopt any new
legislative changes that occur during session.

In order to access this member benefit, you must
attend a contract seminar annually. Several sessions
are conveniently available at the Product EXPO on
October 19, 2017. If you do not attend a seminar,
your access will be denied as of October 20, 2017.

THE CONTRACTS

In addition to addressing new legislatively
mandated notice requirements for homes built
near military installations, many additions and
improvements have been made to the 2017-2019
package, which include:

Warranty parameters on foreclosures and rental
properties; clarification of applicable code
standards and builder obligations; recovery of
certain attorney’s fees; a technology disclaimer
for smart homes; revisions to the independent
contractor agreements; and updates to the
Express Home Warranty to reflect current building
practices. The end result is that the contracts are

Ian Faria - Bradley Law Firm
REGISTER AT:

GHBA.ORG/EXPO
more clear and comprehensive than ever.

TAB’s contracts package is your blueprint for
typical residential construction and remodeling
transactions in the State of Texas.

THE EXPO

Builders, remodelers and developers attend the
EXPO for free to see the latest products and services
from our associate exhibitors.
Builder attendees are eligible to win a vacation
package sponsored by Builders Post-Tension and
chances to win cash in the wildly popular Money
Ball Horse Racing Game sponsored by ACES
Builders Warranty.

Complimentary food and bar tickets are available
courtesy of the Custom Builders Council,
Ideal Consulting Services/Websites by Ideal,
Sherwin-Williams, and Western Pacific. The
contract seminars are sponsored by StrucSure
Home Warranty and the Program Sponsor is
Suncoast Post-Tension.
The EXPO is a “must-do” event.

WIN BIG!

Several vacation packages, valued at over $1,000
each, are up for grabs at the EXPO. The more
booths you visit, the better your chances to WIN! In
addition, you can get your boots shined or receive a
chair massage.
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Education Corner

UPCOMING COURSES
BUILDING SCIENCE SEMINARS WITH DR. JOE LSTIBUREK
PRESENTING SPONSOR:

SEMINAR SPONSORS:

“Modern Homes with Modern Problems”
Instructor: Dr. Joe Lstiburek, Building Science Corporation
Date: Tuesday, November 13
Fee: $50 per person, per session
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear Dr. Joe Lstiburek, a renowned
forensic engineer who investigates building failures. His authority
on moisture-related building problems and indoor air quality is
internationally recognized. His work as a consultant, author, and
speaker has influenced building codes and standards in every
climate zone. EcoHome magazine called him the "father of
building science."
Dr. Lstiburek is currently a principal of Somerville, Massachusettsbased Building Science Corporation. In his work, Lstiburek consults
with homebuilders on problems and new building technologies.
He has conducted numerous forensic investigations and often
serves as an expert witness on cases involving building failures.
Lstiburek has been involved in the development of standards and
industry resources by U.S. government agencies. He is the principal
investigator for the Building Science Consortium, an industry group
in the U.S. Department of Energy's Building America Program that
encourages the development of energy efficient innovations in the
homebuilding industry.

2017 NAHB EDUCATION PARTNERS

THREE SESSIONS OFFERED:
Morning Session (9 am to 11 am)

Houston: Building Science Basics
Nothing like building science and the Second Law of
Thermodynamics to start off the day. This session will help
explain why hot humid Houston is a perfect world for building
science problems.
Lstiburek will also discuss “perfect” examples of good slabs, walls,
and roofs. Of course we can’t leave out raised floors, cathedral
ceilings and a discussion about why air is bad and the need for
air barriers. Air conditioning is a cool idea but it sure messes up
our houses.
Lunch Session (12 noon to 1:30 pm, Lunch is included)

Stuck by Stucco
Stucco is a major issue. It should be easy. We figured this out
decades ago…or did we? How does stucco work? What has
changed? What do we now have to do to stay out of trouble?
Control joints will not save you. Mesh will not save you. Correct
mix design will not save you. Paint will not save you. Flashing and
drainage will. Simple yet complex.
Think you already know how to flash? Hah! Think you know how to
install building paper? Hah! This is going to be about problems, bad
stucco jobs, and how to get it right.
Afternoon Session (2 pm to 4:30 pm)

The 9000 Square Mile Petri Dish

ACES Builders Warranty, Inc.
Builders Post-Tension
Environments for Living,
Topbuild Home Services
Milgard Windows & Doors
Sherwin-Williams Paint Company
StrucSure Home Warranty
Suncoast Post-Tension, Ltd.
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The Houston area is ripe for mold, mildew, and lots of gross things
that tend to want to live and grow inside. With the 2015 energy
code, stuff is happening that nobody thought could happen.
This session is about the unintended consequences of building
modern homes to modern codes. Moisture is now the #1 concern.
Air barriers, insulation, gaskets—why we need to keep out the air
and the associated consequences.
What does a blower door test teach us? Condensation now happens
in weird places. Areas where air gets sucked in by the A/C system
now turn into moldy places. What about the microwave and range
hood vents, exhaust fans, wood burning fireplaces and chimneys?
Can we be successful with A/C units in attics? Are dehumidifiers in
our future?
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Education Corner
The Secrets of Staging:
How to Maximize Your Profitability
STICKS & BRICKS OF SALES & MARKETING SERIES
Date: Wednesday, October 18
Time: 9 am to 11 am
Fee: $35 members / $50 non-members
Speaker Panel:
MARY SCALLI, CEO/President, Simple Elegance, ASPM (Accredited
Staging Professional Master), Luxury Staging Specialist, Senior
Relocation Specialist, Buyer Trends Specialist, Interior Decorator,
Centurion Hunter Douglas Dealer
LEXI BERGER, Interior Designer, ASP (Accredited Staging
Professional), Certified Hunter Douglas Specialist,
Buyer Trends Specialist
KAREN BUDDE, Simple Elegance Sales Rep, ASP,
Buyer Trends Specialist
JESSICA HOFFMAN, Simple Elegance Staging/
Warehouse Manager, ASP
Content: Whether it’s detailing a car before selling it, or designing
a website to best advertise your company, we all like to maximize
our profitability by presenting the best versions of where we are
investing. The same is true for our houses.
Topics covered:
• Current Buyer Trends
• Finishes: Color – Flooring – Tile
• Current Design Trends
• Furniture Selection
• Accessories
• How to attract different demographics through staging
• How staging can increase the equity in your investment
• Practical application through hands-on activities
Who should attend? Builder sales professionals, remodelers,
volume builders, custom builders and contractors

Providing installation and
remodeling services for
classic and contemporary
ascetics, we are your
Houston stair solution.
Enhance the profile of
your stairs!

713-481-1188
venetianstairs.com

Serving the Best Texas
Builders for Over 20 Years
Learn How ACES Can Serve You
Safeguarding our builders and their homeowners is paramount

Intermediate QuickBooks Seminar
Instructor: Sheri Allshouse, CPA
Date: Wednesday, October 25
Time: 1 pm to 5 pm
Fee: $50 members / $75 non-members
Content: This class will build on the beginner’s class, but will
show the ability of QuickBooks to track job costing and invoicing
customers not only for cost plus, but also fixed cost and fixed
fee jobs.
The following topics will be covered:
• Using items to create invoices, estimates and job costing reports
without having to use Word or Excel
• Create and electronically send purchase orders for vendors
• Memorize recurring transactions and reports

Winner of 2016 BBB Award for Excellence!
✮ DISPUTE RESOLUTION
ACES helps prevent costly
litigation by quickly and
efficiently resolving
disputes.

✮ 10 YEAR STANDARDS
ACES works with the TAB
Contract and exceeds its
standards.

✮ QUICK, EASY SERVICE
Local TX staff available to
offer timely service! Same
day enrollments available.

To learn more and go further, visit

ghba.org/education

281-362-5413 ✮ order@acesbuilderswarranty.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
2017 Membership Chair

CHRIS HAWKINS
TWFG Insurance Services

There will be no Membership
Committee meeting in October.
The GHBA will hold a Membership
Drive on Thursday, Oct. 12. The next
Membership Committee meeting will
be Wednesday, Nov. 1, at 11:30 a.m. at
the GHBA. Please RSVP to Cynthia at
281-664-1425 or cfagan@ghba.org.

G

GHBA would like to welcome all our newest
members. By joining the GHBA, you’ve made
a significant investment in both the building
industry and your own business. Now that you
are a member of the GHBA, we invite you to
stay actively involved in the association events
and activities.
Getting the most out of your membership means
getting involved. We invite you to attend events,
join a committee or council, start working toward
a NAHB designation or volunteer for a charity
project. The GHBA hosts over 200 networking
events annually, including 100 industry-specific
education classes, and has 14 council, committees
and divisions in which to participate. Association
involvement will lead you to that pivotal next step
in building relationships within the industry.
Visit ghba.org for information on all upcoming
events or contact the Membership Department
at (281) 664-1425 to get involved and put your
membership to work!
If you have been a GHBA member for awhile,
please take a minute to extend a warm “hello” and
congratulate our newest members for supporting
the building industry. And remember, "When
doing business, call on a member first!"

AUGUST SPIKE OF THE MONTH

LESLIE WOODS

ACES Builders Warranty Inc.

RETENTION SPIKE OF THE MONTH

BUILDERS
Calpakis Construction
Michael Calpakis
P.O. Box 541593
Houston, TX 77254
(713) 256-5949
calpakis@gmail.com
DIY/EMS LLC
dba DIY Custom Homes/
EMS Home Remodeling
Edward Schwartz
8011 FM 3180 #B
Baytown, TX 77523
(832) 883-3333
eddie@diycustomhomes.com
www.diycustomhomes.com
Frontier Custom
Builders, Inc.
Wayne Bopp
1801 Sherwood Forest St
Houston, TX 77043
(281) 501-4000
waynebopp@fcb.bz
frontiercustombuilders.com
Funkdeals LLC
Chris Funk
447 E Whitney St. #A
Houston, TX 77022
(281) 501-0372
Chris@Funkdeals.com
www.funkdeals.com

REMODELERS
Caballero Contractors
& Design
Saul Morales
16518 House Hahl Rd
Cypress, TX 77433
(346) 218-1947
saulcaballero@icloud.com
saulmorales.macmate.me
Caliber
Construction Group
Michael Souter
18310 Aerbormont Dr.
Cypress, TX 77429
(281) 890-0699
msouter@
certifiedrestoration.net
caliberconstructiongroup.com
ASSOCIATES
A & A Cable
Contractors, Inc.
Andres Cruz
12210 Ann Ln.
Houston, TX 77064
(281) 469-2888
acruz@aacable.com
AprilAire
Lonnie Valdez
1015 E. Washington Ave.
Madison, TX 53701
(936) 499-8636
lonnie.valdez@aprilaire.com
www.aprilairepartners.com

Gotham Development
Aaron Rosenberg
500 Lovett Blvd, Ste. 260
Houston, TX 77006
Automated Lifestyles of
(713) 522-2724
Texas, LLC
aarosenberg1392@gmail.com Jeremy Andrews
3115 North Fry Rd #403
H-Town Urban Homes LLC Katy, TX 77449
Ensheng “Johnson” Zhuang (800) 611-1975
5100 Westheimer Rd.
jeremy.andrews@
Ste. 288
automationoftexas.com
Houston, TX 77056
www.automationoftexas.com
(281) 816-9800
johnson@htownurban.com
Bay Area Electric, Inc.
Dan Johnson
OMG Builders, LLC
4800 Todville Road
George Harrison
Seabrook, TX 77586
2257 N. Loop 336 W.
(281) 474-5956
Suite # 140-303
baeoffice@bayareaelectric.net
Conroe, TX 77304
www.bayareaelectric.net
(832) 457-5442
omgbuilders15@yahoo.com

CHEERS
Francene DuPre
5757 Pacific Ave., Ste. 220
Stockton, CA 95207
(209) 473-5000
fdupre@cheers.org
www.cheers.org
Cedar Creek Lumber
Scott Ringer
10000 North Loop East
Houston, TX 77029
(713) 435-9903
sringer@cedarcreek.com
www.cedarcreek.com
Cedna Engineering
Tom Sbrusch
209 East Henderson Road
Angleton, TX 77515
(979) 864-3442
tom@cedna.net
www.cedna.net
Closets By Design
Travis Chambers
15800 W. Hardy Rd., Ste. 580
Houston, TX 77060
(281) 807-4400
travis@cbd-houston.com
www.closetsbydesign.com
Flores Lighting Group
Ralph Flores
3402 Hunters Wind
San Antonio, TX 78230
(210) 669-0143
rflores@floreslighting.com
French Inspection &
Construction Services LLC
Dean French
22415 Main Blvd.
Tomball, TX 77377
(346) 808-3575
dfrench@french-inspection.com
www.french.inspection.com
Garage Experts of
South Houston
Charles Schnarr
3409 Queensburg Ln
Friendswood, TX 77546
(281) 841-8021
charles.schnarr@
garageexperts.com

DEBBIE PAGE

1st Infiniti Enterprises Inc.
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Haag Engineering
Justin Soliz
625 Industrial Blvd
Sugar Land, TX 77478
(936) 577-4975
soliz.justin@outlook.com
Hot On! Homes
Michelle Hastings
888 W Sam Houston Pkwy S
Ste 125
Houston, TX 77042
(832) 877-3737
mhastings@hotonhomes.com
www.hotonhomes.com
Huitt-Zollars Inc
Jaime Salinas
1500 S. Dairy Ashford
Suite 200
Houston, TX 77077
(281) 496-0066
jsalinas@huitt-zollars.com
www.huitt-zollars.com
Kelly R. Kaluza &
Associates, Inc.
Llarance Turner
3014 Avenue I
Rosenberg, TX 77471
(281) 341-0808
lturner@kellykaluza.com
Lisa Dozier
AIA Architects, Inc.
Lisa Dozier
3130 Grants Lake Blvd., P.O.
Box 16456
Sugarland, TX 77496
(713) 705-9865
ldarchitect@comcast.net
MAT Recycling
Cindy Osburg
3995 FM 1485
Conroe, TX 77306
(936) 494-3070
cindy@matrecycling.com
Pinnacle Disaster &
Recovery Services
Matt Mentzel
12507 Woodworth Dr. #400
Cypress, TX 77429
(281) 256-0888
matt@
pinnaclerestorationsvc.com

PlyGem Building Products
Barry Bouse
615 Carson Street
Bryan, TX 77801
(979) 779-1051
barry.bouse@
plygemwindows.com
Rock Solid Helical Pile LLC
Jerry Sheets
13231 Champion Forest Dr.
Ste. 203
Houston, TX 77069
(281) 734-0151
jerry@rocksolidhelical.com
www.rocksolidhelical.com
Synergy Inspection
Group, LLC
Rick Hanna, CBO
231 Tall Timbers Lane
Huntsville, TX 77340-2277
(888) 479-1112
rhanna@rickhanna.com
www.rickhanna.com
Target Stone
JR Torres
14120 Hempstead Rd.
Houston, TX 77040
(832) 827-8663
jr.t@targetstoneusa.com
www.targetstoneusa.com
AFFLIATES
Lennar/Village Builders
Rob Nicks
681 Greens Parkway
Houston, TX 77067-4526
(281) 874-8457
rob.nicks@lennar.com
www.lennar.com
HAR - Homes USA.com, Inc.
Ben Caballero
4310 Sunbelt Drive
Addison, TX 75001
(469) 916-5470
ben@homesusa.com
Synergy Inspection
Group, LLC
Elias Fernandez
231 Tall Timbers Lane
Huntsville, TX 77340-2277
(888) 479-1112
info@
synergyinspectiongroup.com
www.rickhanna.com

Congratulations to the August Membership Roundup
winners! Julie Pigg with Amegy Bank (not pictured)
won a $1,000 VISA gift card. Mike Croix with Croix
Custom Homes won $500 (accepted by Karen Armijo,
right). And Sarah Starr with Taylor Morrison (left)
won a gift card for $250.
For more chances to win and help grow your
association (plus triple SPIKE points!), join in the
GHBA Membership Drive on October 12.
RSVP at ghba.org/calendar

MEMBERPROFILE
HOMESUSA.COM, INC.
By combining technology, processes and expertise HomesUSA.com’s
affordable web based platform efficiently manages home builders’
MLS inventory. Included in its 42 individual services are professional
photography, lead capture and forwarding, and marketing and
management reports that help homes sell 10 to 30 days faster.
HomesUSA.com is the only company so exclusively focused on
managing and marketing builders’ MLS listings to Realtors. Its 60+
clients attest to the value of the HomesUSA platform. Clients include
David Weekley Homes, Toll Brothers Homes, Highland Homes, History
Maker Homes, Taylor Morrison Homes, Darling Homes and many more.
To learn more, visit www.homesusa.com or contact Ben Caballero
at (469) 916-5470; ben@homesusa.com.
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MEMBERSHIP DEPARTMENT

R E N E WA L S
The following companies have shown their commitment to the industry by renewing their memberships.
Companies in bold have supported the association for 10 years or more. Thank you!
COMPANY

NAME

360 Thermal

Matt O’Connor

7706 Properties LLC

Bonnie Ford

AEI Engineering, LLC

JOIN DATE

COMPANY

NAME

JOIN DATE

2016

Home Builders Insurance Services, LP

Corey Robinson

2007

2016

Hunton Distribution

Charlie Hunton

1983

Mike Kurzy

1989

Independent Bank

Maria Lausell

2016

Affordable Shade Patio Covers, Inc.

JD Morris

2007

Installed Building Products

Jennifer Derrick

2013

Al Thurmond Agency, Inc.

Laura Leggett

2015

Jacobs Overhead Door Company, Inc.

David Jacobs

1996

Alex’s Air Conditioning, Inc.

Troy Alexander

2016

Jerald E. Graves & Associates, Inc.

Michael Graves

2011

Aliana Development Company

Linda Kilgore, MIRM, CMP

2010

K & N Builders Sales

Justin Hawes

2009

Allen Boone Humphries Robinson, LLP

Tina Tobias

2003

Kent Moore Cabinets, Ltd.

Jesse Sherlock

1991

Apartment Advisors, Inc.

Richard Bowe

2004

Kohler Co

Alison Wilson

2011

Arrow Custom Homes Inc

Douglas Bingham, CGP

2002

Laird Investments, Inc.

Kirk Laird

2015

Aurous Development Services, Ltd.

Larry Kupstas

2002

Leeco Precision Spring Manufacturing Co. Inc.

Matt Couey

2015

Avanti Stone

John Calayag

2015

Legends Architectural Stone

Pat Wilson

2013

B. Parks Design, LLC

Bess Parks

2016

Lights Camera Action Innovations

James Winfield

2012

B/S/H (Bosch, Thermador & Gaggenau)

Joe Gonzales

2012

Linc Plumbing

Wendi Lincoln

2015

BWFS Industries LLC

Joe Butcher

2016

Loyd Russel Homes, LP

Steve Rudin

2001

Beacon Builders LLC

Saahir Ramji

2015

MASA Studio, Architects, PC

Mark Atkins, AIA

2010

Bentley Homes, Inc.,
dba Bentley Custom Homes LP
Birdsong Homes LLC

Menny Rosenbaum

2002

Macedo Homes

Santiago Macedo

2014

Kenneth Vogelsang

2016

Metro Wholesale Distributors

Bill Stevens

1986

Blazer Building, Inc./ Blazer Building Texas, LLC

Matt Fuqua

2016

Overhead Door Company of Houston

Brad Gallion

2005

BlueLinx Corporation

Martin Dunaway

2012

Pioneer Bank

Tim Ashcraft

2013

Builders Digital Experience (BDX)

Kent Cooper

2003

Poulson Custom Homes

Dennis Gau

2003

Burgess Construction Consultants, Inc.

Scott Gerner

1998

Prosperity Bank

Jessica Chu

2015

C.I.A. Services Inc.

Renea Miksch

2010

Capital Insulation, LTD

Kyle Baker

2015

Cavalry Construction, Inc.

Frank Jones

1992

Champions Lighting

Annette Muti

2012

Charter Drywall Houston, Inc.

Robert Randall

1990

Clarus Benefits Group

Cary Goss

2014

Clydesdale Homes, LP

Darin Ward

2001

Cunningham Development Ltd

Chris Cunningham, CGB, CGP

2004

Davis A/C & Heating, Inc.

Bryan Davis

1995

Design Originals Custom Home Plans, LLC

Robert Faust

2014

Downunda Pools

Brett Hatfield

Drees Custom Homes

Ken Callicott

Energy Inspectors Texas

Protege Homes, Inc.

Amir Khosrowshahi, GMB

2007

R&W Stone, Inc.

Jorge Rodriguez

2012

SSH Custom Homes LLC

Jason Hawthorne

2006

Sabo Custom Builders

Edward Sabo

2011

Silverlake Homes, Corp.

Tom Hargrove

2014

Snyder Energy Services

Toner Kersting, Master CGP, CGP

2012

Stone Meadow Homes

Greg Blume

2015

Stone Systems of Houston

Jason Chavez

2011

Stromatt Homes

Tim Stromatt

2014

Bill Sweitzer

2001

2016

Sweitzer + Associates
Landscape Architects, Inc.
Trinity Signature Homes LLC

Clay Hudson

2013

2014

Termeer Design Group, Inc

John Termeer

2000

Cody McGhie

2012

Terra Cotta Homes, LLC

Brett Von Blon

2005

Entergy

Kelley Carson

2002

Trammell Crow Residential

Scot Davis

2012

Eric L. Davis Engineering, Inc.

Kathleen Stadler

2006

Vacation Home Builders

Michael Stephens

1997

Grunburg Windows, Doors and Ironworks, LLC

Gary Dawson

2016

Van De Wiele & Vogler, Inc.

Charles Von Schmidt,
GMB, CAPS, CGP
Jeffrey Vogler

2007

GEMS Custom Homes
HNI Services

Terry Grier

1994

Vill-Co Homes

Erik Villegas

2014

Wiley Homes, LLC

Cade Wiley

2011
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PEOPLE

NORBORD’S “THANK A FRAMER” CAMPAIGN RECOGNIZES UNSUNG HEROES OF CONSTRUCTION
#ThankAFramer Campaign Donates $100,000 to the
HBI (Home Builders Institute)

On August 29, 2017, Norbord Inc. (TSX and NYSE: OSB)
launched its “Thank a Framer” campaign to show appreciation
for framers who work tirelessly to build the structures that house
our families, and to inspire the next generation of men and
women to take up their tools.
“Our company recognizes and appreciates the contribution of
framers to the home building industry,” said Peter Wijnbergen,
president and CEO of Norbord. “As part of our Thank a Framer
campaign, we are donating $100,000 to the HBI which will go
toward training and educating new construction professionals
to help ease the labor shortages afflicting our industry.”
The HBI supports diversity and provides training for prospective
construction professionals, veterans and underserved youth and
is celebrating 50 years of skills training in the building industry
this year.

According to the NAHB, more than 70% of builders reported a
shortage of framers while 78% reported a shortage of sub-contractors able to handle rough carpentry. With more than 200,000
construction jobs already vacant, the industry needs to train
more Americans to fill these positions.

“Norbord wants to celebrate the American framer and encourage
others within the industry to recognize the significant contributions that framers make every day,” said Wijnbergen.
To support this campaign, visit www.thankaframer.com and
watch the video, enter the sweepstakes to win great prizes or
donate to the HBI. Share the video on social media with the
hashtag #ThankAFramer.

HOUSTON LOCAL KEVIN VICK NAMED NAHB REMODELER OF THE MONTH
community involvement and exemplifies
the best in the remodeling industry.
An active association member, Kevin Vick
serves as the 2017 president of the GHBA
Remodelers Council. He also led the
council’s charitable efforts as chairman of
the RMC Garage Sale Committee in 2015.
The funds raised were used to support
the 2016 RMC Charity Project at Casa de
Esperanza to improve the functionality,
safety and beauty of a foster mother’s
home. In addition, Kevin, along with other
members of the Remodelers Council,
recently partnered with HomeAid Houston
to paint, repair and update two well-used
homes that will provide young men and
women at Agape Development’s Gateway
Houses safe, comfortable living spaces.

Kevin Vick, CAPS, CGR, CGP, of Vick
Construction & Remodeling Inc. in Sugar
Land, Texas, was named the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB)
Remodelers October Remodeler of the
Month. Vick was selected for his leadership
in craftsmanship, customer service and
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“I am grateful to be able to be involved
in the local GHBA Remodelers Council
because I believe in its mission to help
professionals and consumers become
more informed about issues that affect the
industry,” says Vick. “I get great satisfaction
from the different positions I have held and
volunteering for the Remodelers Council's
work with charitable causes.”
Vick is a frequent contributor to the
Houston Chronicle, sharing helpful tips
for homeowners looking to remodel their

dream homes. In 2015, he received the
following educational designations to
better serve his clients and community:
Certified Aging in Place Specialist, Certified
Graduate Remodeler, and Certified
Green Professional.
Vick Construction & Remodeling Inc. is
family-owned and operated with more
than 60 years of combined experience
in project design and construction. The
company is expanding, recently opening a
new office and hiring a new staff member.
The company also launched a redesigned
website in 2017 to better serve its clients (www.vick-construction.com). Vick
Construction & Remodeling won Best of
Houzz awards three years in a row for 2015,
2016 and 2017. The company was also
honored with a BBB Award for Excellence
- Distinction Award in 2017.
“Our company’s focus is on quality first and
providing excellence in customer service.
We make a point of being in good communication with our customers. We work to
understand each client’s specific project
goals and make sure they are informed
about the remodeling processes that will be
taking place. We pride ourselves on being
available at all times to address questions
or concerns that may come up,” Vick adds.
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GLASSCRAFT DOOR CO. EARNS
DAVID WEEKLEY’S “PARTNERS
OF CHOICE AWARD”

with S A M !

Associates make up about two-thirds of the GHBA membership and through extra
financial commitments from sponsorships, they finance a large portion of the advocacy
and ongoing work on behalf of the housing industry.
The Sustaining Associate Member Program (SAM) is just our way of saying "thanks!"
SAMs receive additional recognition throughout the year in Houston Builder magazine,
with distinguishing ribbons at events, signage at the GHBA building, and more!
Our SAMs really go the extra mile for the GHBA. If you see one of these superstar
associates, please take a minute to say thank you. Learn more about the SAM program
at www.ghba.org/sponsorships.

GlassCraft Door Company, one of the
largest residential entry door manufacturers
in the country, has received its first win for
the acclaimed Partners of Choice Award
from David Weekley Homes.
GlassCraft received an “A” ranking in
service based on the home builder’s
supplier evaluation platform, designed to
improve communication and interaction
between suppliers and builder partners.
This platform includes the comprehensive
National Trade Partner Survey which is
administered to approximately 1,000 David
Weekley team members to evaluate trading
partners on the basis of quality and service.
Bill Justus, David Weekley’s vice president
of supply chain services, remarked that
the Service Award is quite an impressive
accomplishment, especially for suppliers.
“GlassCraft is one of only eight single A
winners for service excellence, out of the
200 David Weekley Homes’ U.S. suppliers.”
“This is the first year for GlassCraft to
receive this award, and we are honored
to be recognized for our commitment to
service by David Weekley Homes,” says
John Plummer, GlassCraft president and
founder. “This award means a great deal
to our team members. As GlassCraft Door
Company celebrates its 40th year in 2017,
our dedication to service and product innovation will continue to be primary focus so
that we can continue to succeed with David
Weekley Homes as our great partner.”
PICTURED ABOVE (left to right): Bill
Justus, VP of supply chain services,
David Weekley Homes; Pat Polanksy,
VP of sales, GlassCraft Door Co.; John
Plummer, president, GlassCraft Door
Co.; Brent Ziebold, territory manager,
GlassCraft Door Co.; and David Weekley,
chairman, David Weekley Homes.

2017 GRAND ($10,000+)

2017 PREMIER ($5,000+)

ACES Builders Warranty
Acme Brick
BMC
Centricity (Formerly Bonded Builders
Warranty Group)
Builders Post-Tension
DataSmart/Duncan Security
The Detering Co.
DuPure
Environments for Living, Topbuild Home
Services
Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery
Goodman Manufacturing
Hotchkiss Insurance Agency
Ideal Consulting/Websites by Ideal
Keller Williams - The Icon Team
Milgard Windows & Doors
Norbord Industries
Rooftec
Sherwin-Williams Paint Co.
The Stevenson Group/OneDigital
StrucSure Home Warranty
Suncoast Post-Tension

Benchmark Mortgage
Cambria
Carrier
CenterPoint Energy High Efficiency New
Homes Program
Chase
Cherry Creek Mortgage
Compliance Resources
ConnectOne Security
DPIS Engineering
Fox Energy Specialists
Glasscraft Door Co.
Huber Engineered Woods
Ironwood Connection
Legends Architectural Stone
Morrison Supply
Perfection Supply
Roy O. Martin Lumber Co.
Scholl Forest Industries
Snyder Energy Services
Texas Outhouse
Venetian Stairs/Indital USA
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

Join the 2017 SAM list!
Call Donna at (281) 664-1429 to find out more.
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THANK YOU TO OUR
2017 ASSOCIATE COUNCIL
ANNUAL SPONSORS

GOLD
2017 Associate Council Chair

MEGAN PADUA
Allpoints Services

The Associates Stand with You in Rebuilding
September was a volatile month for our
industry and great city, but true to the Texan
spirit, Houstonians fought and survived!
Although this city experienced a natural
disaster and unprecedented damage to homes,
infrastructure and lives, our hope and desire to
pick each other up is stronger than ever.

SILVER

ASSOCIATE COUNCIL BOARD
President
Megan Padua,
Allpoints Services
Vice President
Kim Lawrence,
HomePro Home Technologies
Secretary
Greg Madrey,
Builders Post-Tension
Treasurer
Pat Wilson, Legends
Architectural Stone
Past President
Rocky Flores,
Datasmart/Duncan Security

ASSOCIATE COUNCIL INFO
AND SPONSORSHIPS:
Contact Peggy Means
(281) 664-1431
pmeans@ghba.org
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Our industry is at the heart of what so many
people in this city lost over the past month:
their home. What an incredible duty and
responsibility we all now face as Houston
starts to rebuild. Associates and builders will
need to work together as we begin the long
journey of rebuilding Houston and I am already
encouraged by the relief efforts I’ve seen by our
GHBA and its members.
If your home or family has personally felt the
impacts of Harvey, then please know that the
GHBA and your fellow associates are here to
help you. The GHBA website is now host to an
entire portfolio of protocols, how-to’s and legal
advice at your disposal, and you can contact
the Associate Council if you’re in need of ablebodied volunteers—I know many of us would
love to help!
The impacts of Harvey will pass, however it’s
going to take a team effort to get through these
unique times and the GHBA is here to be the
shoulder you can lean on for help. I can promise
you that the entire GHBA staff is doing all they
can to ensure our builders and associates are
given the tools they need to survive, and even
thrive, during this challenging time. We are your
resource and you are not alone.
While you may not have personally had
damage from the storm, all of us will feel the
repercussion of Harvey in our businesses in the
weeks, months, and years to come and it is our
responsibility to meet these challenges head on
with a resilient spirit.
Building materials and labor are sure to be in
short supply and it is more important now than
ever for the great character of GHBA members
to shine through and lead this industry. Let us
be determined to rebuild Houston and may

we not to be discouraged by outside noises or
pressures in our efforts to restore our city.
As our industry tries to resume some sense
of normalcy in the final quarter of 2017, the
Associate Council is excited to have its last
luncheon of the year on October 5. Lawrence
Dean, regional director of Metrostudy, has
assembled a builder panel with Blythe Whitmer
of Darling Homes and Erica Sinner of Century
Communities to discuss how 2017 has gone
so far and forecast the year to come. You won’t
want to miss out on this opportunity! Lawrence
has also agreed to take questions at the end so
come ready to participate.
Best of luck to all of you as we begin this
rebuilding journey and don’t forget to rely on
the great association that you are a member
of—we’re here for YOU!
COMING UP:

ASSOCIATE COUNCIL
MONTHLY LUNCHEON
Thursday, October 5
11:30 a.m. at GHBA Education Center
9511 W Sam Houston Parkway N
Houston, TX 77064
Cost: $20 earlybird; $25 after October 3
Topic: Lawrence Dean with Metrostudy will
share a market outlook for the Houston area
SPONSORED BY:

16TH ANNUAL
BBQ & WILD GAME COOKOFF
Friday, November 17
New Location, TBD
Teams & Sponsorships now available!
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2017 GHBA
PARTNERS

PINNA CLE PA RT NERS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

P LATI N U M PA RT N E R S
DIA M OND PA RT NERS

94%

200+

RENEWAL RATE
OUR MEMBERS SEE THE VALUE
IN THEIR GHBA
PARTNERSHIPS, WITH NEARLY
ALL OF THEM RETURNING AS
PARTNERS YEAR AFTER YEAR.

1,200%
GROWTH

FROM HUMBLE
BEGINNINGS, THE
PROGRAM HAS GROWN
FROM JUST 3 PARTNERS
IN 2007 TO 37 IN 2017!

67%

EVENTS ANNUALLY
GHBA PARTNER SPONSORSHIPS MAKE OUR EVENTS
WORK! FROM LARGE EVENTS AND EDUCATIONAL
SEMINARS, TO LUNCHEONS AND NETWORKINGS, THEY
CANNOT HAPPEN WITHOUT OUR SPONSORS.
THANK YOU!

ASSOCIATES MAKE UP TWO-THIRDS OF THE
GHBA MEMBERSHIP AND THROUGH THEIR EXTRA
SPONSORSHIP COMMITMENTS, THEY FINANCE A
LARGE PORTION OF THE ADVOCACY
AND ONGOING WORK ON
BEHALF OF THE HOUSING
INDUSTRY.

GOLD
PART N E R S

SILV ER
PA RT NER S

KELLER WILLIAMS
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2017
MCBDD ANNUAL SPONSORS

PLATINUM
2017 Montgomery County Division Chair

MATTHEW REIBENSTEIN
Royal Residential

DIAMOND

GOLD

SILVER

Just Pray and Eat a Donut Stick
Unlike most topics you will hear from a builder
these days after the traumatic effects of Hurricane
Harvey, I wanted to share a little insight from a
story that happened just a week after the storm.
Whether you are a builder, developer, remodeler
or homeowner you really need to read this to the
end to understand.
We all know how devastating Harvey was for
hundreds of thousands of Houstonians, and
those that weren’t directly affected were still
traumatized by watching the news, catching up
on social media or engaging in heroic efforts to
save people, help people, donate to people or
all of the above. What Houstonians displayed in
the last month is nothing short of inspiring and
refreshing to see in a time of need. However, like
most people in the building industry, the emails
and phone calls just hours after the storm were
mind boggling.
Fast forward to the weekend after the storm and
my mind was spinning. I needed a quick break. I
needed to regroup and take a day for myself and
my family. My six year old son and I love to run
up to our little deer lease and haven’t been in
months, so I felt it would do me good to spend
some time with him and come back refreshed.
On the way there, we stopped to get fuel and I
was shocked to realize I had not done my fatherly
duties and shared the joy of Little Debbie Donut
Sticks with my son. Of course we bought some
and it quickly became our new little thing!

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
INFO AND SPONSORSHIPS:
Contact Mel Audain
(281) 664-1428
maudain@ghba.org
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Fast forward a few hours and the quick trip out
of town to clear my head turned into one of the
most frustrating trips I have had in a long time.
Every battery was dead. The camper had “issues”
having sat empty for months. A feeder had
gotten wet and was ruined along with the stench
of rotted corn that needed to be removed. On top
of that, the battery for our four wheeler that I had
picked up on the way was actually the wrong size.
I unhooked the trailer and furiously drove back
to town to exchange it and the clock was ticking
until they closed. As I got close to the highway, I
could see traffic piling up. The roads were under
construction and the highway was shut down
and required ALL traffic to sit on a small, and very
backed up two lane road.
I sat there fuming. Nothing was going right. The
trip was a bust. I am sure I said some words that I
can’t repeat here. And then it happened. From a

sweet innocent voice in the back seat I hear my
son say, “Dad, we should just pray about it and
share one of those donut sticks.”
Just like that I was convinced. I simply smiled back
at him in amazement and awe. We prayed out
loud together and we talked about how lucky we
were still… and shared a package of donut sticks.
We laughed and I calmed down. Traffic moved
and we got the battery in time. We made it back
to camp and still had time to sit in a stand for two
hours together. Even though we still had some
issues, they were nothing compared to what so
many others were dealing with.
The moral of this story? As builders, developers,
remodelers, homeowners, trades, suppliers and
good ol’ Houstonians, the upcoming months
and possibly years are going to be filled with
some major adversities. Many of us are put
out, and financially this will cause some strains.
Many businesses have been affected and we
will continue to rebuild for quite some time.
Frustrations will mount and the talks about
Harvey are sure to get old, maybe pretty quickly
too. Life will continue, so to all of those reading
this, when life isn’t going the way you want… just
say a prayer and share a donut stick!
Without being too religious or anything, this
could be meant metaphorically. Take a deep
breath. Reach for a helping hand. Take a quick
break and help someone else. Most of all, just
relax and know we will all get through this
tragedy together. Houston has proven to be a
strong place and a place we all call home. It will
continue to be strong and life will be back to
“normal” in a matter of time, but how you react to
situations may be the difference in sitting there
fuming or sitting there eating a donut stick. The
choice yours.

COMING UP:

MCBDD FORECAST LUNCHEON

Wednesday, December 6
featuring David Jarvis, with John Burns

11:30 a.m. at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Hotel, 1601 Lake Robbins Dr., 9000 New Trails Drive,
The Woodlands, 77380

Individual Tickets:
$65 earlybird; $75 after Nov. 27
Table for 10: $650 early; $750 after Nov. 27
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Costume
Contest
P

rizes for
the best
dressed
team!

Hat Sponsor

Sports Bottle SPONSOR

Towel Sponsor

Beat the Golf Pro Sponsor

Trophy Sponsor

Cart Sponsor

Hotchkiss Insurance Agency, LLC
Venetian Stairs/Indital USA
Sherwin-Williams Paint Co.

Schlage/Décor Builder Hardware
Morrison Supply

Breakfast sponsor

Roy O. Martin/Corrigan OSB, LLC
Samsung

LUNCH Sponsor

ACES Builders Warranty Inc.

84 Lumber

Beverage Sponsors

Koozie Sponsors

Hole Sponsors

DataSmart/Duncan Security
DuPure

BlueLinx Corporation
Compliance Resources, Inc
DPIS Engineering, LLC
Entergy
EyeSite Surveillence
First United Bank - Mortgage Group
Milgard Windows & Doors
Schlage/Décor Builder Hardware
The Stevenson Group/One Digital

Closest to the Pin Sponsor

Fidelity National Title
Sherwin-Williams Paint Company

Longest Drive Sponsors

Builders Post-Tension
Chase

Sunscreen sponsor
Environments for Living,
Ferguson & Varaluz
Topbuild Home Services
Ferguson Bath, Kitchen
Golf Ball sponsor
Tee sponsor
& Lighting Gallery
84 Lumber
Ferguson & Kohler
Ironwood Connection
Putting Contest Sponsor Greater Houston
StrucSure
Home
Warranty – Building aDoor
Builders
Association
Better
Future
Prize
Sponsor| Houston Builder
Suncoast Post-Tension
Goodman Manufacturing Co. Inc.

Available Sponsorships

SíEnergy

|

$15K Hole-in-1 Sponsor (Exclusive) - $1,000
Straightest Drive (Exclusive) - $350
Closest to the Pin (1 Left) - $350
Driving Range (Exclusive) - $350
Door
Prize (Unlimited)
OCTOBER
2017 - $100
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2017
BABA ANNUAL SPONSORS

GOLD
2017 Bay Area Division Chair

PATRICK MAYHAN
Westin Homes

Digging Out from the Flood

S
SILVER

o here we are, going into the fourth quarter
of 2017, and instead of doing the traditional
planning and budgeting to finish the year
strong with good momentum to carry us into
a solid start for 2018, we instead find ourselves
still reeling and recovering from Hurricane
Harvey, and the devastation left in his wake.
Twenty-seven TRILLION tons of rain water was
dumped onto our metropolitan area. Forget
100 year flood plains. Forget 500 year flood
plains. There was simply no planning for this
rain event. Besides the areas that traditionally
flood badly with (normal) big rain events, like
those poor folks in Meyerland and Bellaire, if
your neighborhood was anywhere near a lake,
bayou, reservoir, waterway, creek, ditch, etc.,
chances are you saw flooding in and around
your property the likes you have never seen—
and no doubt pray you never see again.

BAY AREA BUILDERS
ASSOCIATION BOARD
President: Patrick Mayhan,
Westin Homes
Vice President: Wally Holmes,
Cabo Construction
Associate Vice President:
Trudy Traino, Cosentino Houston
Secretary: Renae Turnbaugh,
Carrier UTC MultiFamily &
Property Management
Treasurer: Kena LookerArmstrong, Hotchkiss Insurance
Immediate Past President:
Bob Douglas, The Johnson
Development Corporation
BAY AREA BUILDERS ASSN
INFO AND SPONSORSHIPS:
Contact Peggy Means
(281) 664-1431
pmeans@ghba.org
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Many in our industry are dealing with damage
to their personal property. And at the same time,
as homebuilders, remodelers, and the vendors
and suppliers that support our industry, we are
also trying to somehow keep business moving
forward. Not a simple thing to accomplish.
We anticipate a large wave of price increases for
many goods and services used in the building
of new homes, which will then obviously affect
little things like profit margins and retail pricing
of homes. Material/product back orders and
increased labor shortages will make build
times even longer than what they were before
Harvey decided to put it in “Park” just to the
west/southwest of our area. So many things
have been affected in our lives, big and small,
important and unimportant, significant and
insignificant, from the obvious to those little
things you never would have considered.
But, just like that first day when the rain finally
stopped and the sun came shining down (I
know we all remember that first day), even
though there was still debris to clean up and
muck to push away, we saw that first ray of sun
and realized that at some point, we are going
to push through all this and FINALLY get back
to our normal lives, with our own efforts and
with the help of our neighbors. I look upon our

PHOTO ABOVE: Drawing winner Jon Skeele, Bayway Homes
(left) with BABA President Patrick Mayhan (right).

industry as a reflection of how we are as citizens
of this great state: strong, stand up for what’s
right, very independent but still able to accept
a helping hand, as well as offer one.
I predict our industry will be resilient and
strong, and we will recover quickly. That doesn’t
mean there is no more clean up and fixing left
to do, because there is and will continue to be.
But because of the many people I know in our
business, and the generosity they have shown,
along with the willingness they have to roll up
their sleeves to do what is necessary, recovery
will happen, and more quickly than many
expect. What doesn’t kill you only makes you
stronger, right?
Please join us for BABA's October Luncheon on
Tuesday, October 3, at La Brisa Grill in League
City. Jeff Lindner, chief meteorologist with the
Harris County Flood Control District will be our
keynote speaker as he gives an assessment of
the Southeast Texas region’s bayous, reservoirs,
and waterways, as well as possible future plans
to maintain and/or improve upon our overall
drainage systems.
We had a big winner at BABA's August meeting.
Jon Skeele with Bayway Homes took home
$1,000 in gift cards that have been building up
over the last few months with no winner drawn.
We’ll “start over” at the October luncheon with
a builder-only gift card drawing courtesy of
Goodman Manufacturing. Must be present to
win! Reserve your seat at ghba.org/calendar.
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&

NETWORKING
HAPPY HOUR
Calling all Young Professionals...
Join us for a Greater Houston Builders Association networking Happy Hour!

WHO:

October 5, 2017
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Cafe Adobe

7620 Katy Freeway, #355
Houston, TX 77024

GHBA Young Professionals

COST:

$20 - Members
$30 - Non Members

REGISTER:

www.ghba.org/calendar

INFO:

Alisa Merritt at amerritt@ghba.org
Additional Sponsorships Available!
Contact AMerritt@ghba.org
for more information.

**Refunds for cost of participation available
only if cancellation notice is provided
at least 7 days prior to the event.
**Payment is required at time of registration.

THANKS TO OUR BEVERAGE SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2017
RMC ANNUAL SPONSORS

remodel

houston!

PLATINUM
2017 Remodelers Council President

KEVIN VICK, CAPS, CGP, CGR
DIAMOND

Vick Construction & Remodeling Inc.

My heart goes out to our fellow Texans and
all those affected by Hurricane Harvey. We as
professionals in the building industry and as
members of the GHBA are in a unique position
to help alleviate the suffering and put our great
city back together again.
I NEED YOUR HELP TO GET THE WORD OUT! I
encourage all our members to post on your
social media pages, links to GHBA.org. There,
your friends and neighbors will find helpful
storm recovery resources, and as always, can
locate a reputable contractor in their area of
town. Let our fellow Houstonians know that the
GHBA and the Remodelers Council are here for
them. Be safe out there and God bless!

GOLD

Restoration after the Flood

SILVER

Thank you to all who joined our sold-out
luncheon on September 12, 2017. We had an
excellent panel featuring representatives from
the City of Houston, 2017 NAHB Remodelers
Chairman Dan Bawden, GHBA General Counsel
Ian Faria, and special guest, former NAHB
Remodelers chair and Louisiana remodeler,
Geep Moore. For those that missed the
luncheon, log on to the GHBA website to view
the presentation at www.ghba.org/disasterresources/flood-recovery-panel/.
Up Next: Join the Remodelers Council on
Tuesday, October 10, to hear from industry
experts who have “been there and done that” in
flood restoration. Please note that the luncheon
will be held at the Houston Racquet Club.

Share Your Knowledge in the
Houston Chronicle
Take advantage of the opportunity to be
published in the Houston Chronicle! Articles
must be 300 to 500 words and include an
attached high resolution project photo.
Articles should be editorial in nature and not
self-promoting. Send your submissions to
lorraine@idealconsulting.net. Don’t miss out
on this extraordinary opportunity to market
your brand.

Leo Meerman Scholarship
The Remodelers Council will award two
$1,000 scholarships to children of Remodelers
Council members. The deadline to apply is
October 31, 2017, and the scholarships will be
awarded in December. Contact Alisa Merritt at
amerritt@ghba.org for additional details or to
request an application.
COMING UP:
REMODELERS COUNCIL MONTHLY LUNCHEON

Tuesday, October 10
11:30 a.m. at Houston Racquet Club
10709 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX 77024
TOPIC: "Restoration After the Flood" Panel
Cost: $40 earlybird; $50 after October 2
SPONSORED BY:

Date Change: Garage Sale
Due to flooding, the10th Annual Remodelers
Council Garage Sale will now be held at the
Texas Home and Garden Show at NRG Center
October 21-22.

REMODELERS COUNCIL INFO
AND SPONSORSHIPS:
Contact Alisa Merritt
(281) 664-1433
amerritt@ghba.org
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This means you have more time to donate
your leftover inventory or items you have
tucked away in your warehouse – and GREAT
NEWS – your donations are tax deductible as
charitable donations. Please contact Michael
Jorewicz at mike@vejore.com or Stacy Argo at
smra63@msn.com to donate materials or to
volunteer at the sale.

TABLETOPS:

REMODELERS COUNCIL GARAGE SALE

Saturday & Sunday, October 21-22
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Texas Home & Garden
Show, NRG Center
REMODELERS COUNCIL MONTHLY LUNCHEON

Tuesday, November 14
"Electrical Code Update" with Larry Boykin
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Advertise in the 2018

HOUSTON REMODELING GUIDE

The annual remodeling publication of the Greater Houston Builders Association
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36 Inspiring Projects
TIPS FROM THE
PROFESSIONALS

WINNER





Remodel

NAHB CADRE Award
Houston’s Best Prism
TAB STAR Award
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Houston!

36 Inspiring Projects

36 Inspiring ProjectsLING
houstonremodelingguide.com

TKIMAGES

houstonremodelingg
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Distributed in over 50 GHBA
Member Showrooms including:
3 BMC | Bison Showrooms
3 The Detering Company
3 Factory Builder Stores
3 Ferguson Bath, Kitchen
& Lighting Gallery
3 Gulf and Basco
3 Daltile
3 Cabinets & Designs

3 Lighting, Inc.
3 Morrison
3 Natural Stone Gallery
3 Sherwin-Williams
Paint Company
3 GHBA Lobby
3 Home & Trade Shows
3 Area Remodelers

50,000 Copies Distributed Annually
s
pluALL
advertisers receive a FREE ad and live
weblink in the online magazine
houstonremodelingguide.com

Ad Copy Deadline: October 15, 2017
ADVERTISING SPACE IS LIMITED

MICHAEL HART
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PRO FES SIO NAL

uide.com

houstonremodelingg

AD RATES (NET)
FULL COLOR
AD SIZES
1/6 ............................4.75 x 2.25
$699
1/3 ............................4.75 x 4.75
$1,199
1/2 Horizontal ..........7.225 x 4.75
$1,650
1/2 Vertical ................3.5 x 9.725
$1,650
2/3 ..........................4.75 x 9.725
$2,350
Full Page ..............7.225 x 9.725
$3,099
Full Bleed ........8.625 x 11.125
$4,999
2-Page Spread (LIMITED SPACE)
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*Pages 1,2,3,4,5
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*Back Cover SOLD!
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Email camera-ready ads or
ad material to your sales rep.
Payment is due upon receipt of final ad proof.

To advertise, please contact Amy Robinson 832-274-6212 or amy@lifestyles-magazines.com
FORT BEND PUBLISHING | 10707 CORPORATE DRIVE | SUITE 170 | STAFFORD, TEXAS 77477
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2017
CBC ANNUAL SPONSORS

PLATINUM
2017 Custom Builders Council Chair

DAVID GORDON, CGP
Whitestone Builders

DIAMOND

Rebuilding Together

A

fter the devastation of Harvey, many custom
builders will have to step up and take
on the role of remodelers for a time. Custom
Builders Council members came out in droves
to hear expert panelists discuss all aspects of
rebuilding after the storm at the September
council luncheon.

GOLD

SILVER

CUSTOM BUILDERS COUNCIL
INFO AND SPONSORSHIPS:
Contact Donna Buenik
(281) 664-1429
dbuenik@ghba.org
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GHBA remodeler Dan Bawden with Legal Eagle
Contractors Co. moderated the discussion. Not
only did Dan keep things light and moving along
but he gave the attendees great tips on the
timeline involved in doing remediation work as
well as some key steps not to be overlooked. For
example, did you know that if the cabinets get
wet, it doesn’t necessarily mean the countertops
will be covered by insurance?
The panel also included Ian Faria, general counsel
for the GHBA and managing partner at Bradley
Law Firm. Ian discussed how to limit builder’s
liability during remediation and what addenda
to use to ensure your company is protected. He
also offered practical advice on using the correct
contracts to limit exposure.

relationships and updated product availability.
The EXPO is also the perfect opportunity to
renew your GHBA contract access. As a reminder,
these contracts are free for current Custom
Builders Council members. However, you must
attend a contract seminar annually in order to
access them. Contract seminars are conveniently
scheduled throughout the day at the EXPO.
Legal experts will guide you through the ins
and outs of using the contracts to safeguard
your ivelihood.
A brand new version of the Texas Residential
Construction Contracts package was released in
September, with crucial updates from the 2017
legislative session. The 2015 contracts are now
outdated, so please take a moment to download
the newest updates, available on the GHBA
website at ghba.org/contracts.
Want to have an opportunity to see a fellow
Builders project?
Join us on September 12th from 4:30 pm til 6:30 pm
for the Custom Builders Council
Networking Event

COMING UP:

CBC NETWORKING

Karl Breckon, president and owner of BEC
Engineers and Consultants LLC, discussed
all aspects of foundation damage, from the
crawl space to framing to the moisture barrier.
Brian Jones with BMC gave builders a recap of
pricing on commodity items such as drywall,
roofing, lumber, brick and trim materials as
demand increases from the storms in both Texas
and Florida.

Tuesday, November 7

Kena Armstrong with Hotchkiss Insurance
discussed the builder’s risk and other policies
that come into play if your property is damaged
while under construction and what coverage
they need during remediation. The panel
was rounded out by City of Houston officials
representing the Flood Plain Management
Office Structural Inspections and Utility Analysis.

SPONSORED BY:

The GHBA Product Expo is next up on the
agenda on October 19. Builders, remodelers and
developers are invited to walk the show floor free
of charge to see the latest and greatest products
and services available from our associate
members. On the heels of Harvey, there is no
better time to come out and explore new vendor

Memorial Green 216 Morningside Park Street

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. at Memorial Green
216 Morningside Park St.
On Tuesday, September 12th, Jeff Paul Custom Homes and Pelican Builders will open their

Jeff Paul Custom
Homes
andBuilders
Pelican
Builders
will of
doors for members
of the Custom
Council to stroll
through their development
Memorial Green. Memorial Green offers an exclusive gated community with luxury singlefamily urbanfor
homes,
averagingof
between
square feet. ItGreen
is currently the only
open their doors
aalltour
the3000-5600
Memorial
development in the Memorial area of Houston offering new homes in a gated, upscale
environment
featuring walkability
to dining
and other lifestyle amenities.
development, an
exclusive
gated
community
Sales pricing ranges from $1.4 to $2.6 million.
featuring luxury
single
family
urban
homes.
RSVP to Donna at 713-664-1429 or DBuenik@ghba.org by 9/8/17.
Builders and Associate
members ofof
the Custom
Council
All builder and Only
associate
members
the Builders
Custom
will be able to attend and tour the homes.
Builders Council
are invited!
Thank you to our Sponsors:

CBC MONTHLY LUNCHEON

Thursday, November 16

11:30 a.m. at Houston Racquet Club
10709 Memorial Drive, Houston

Cost: $45 earlybird; $55 after Nov. 9
SPONSORED BY:
TABLETOPS:
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BBQ Lunch provided
PRIZES
Join
by Greg Tomlinson,
for Top
Us!
Builders Post-Tension
Recruiters
& Chris Hawkins,
TWFG Insurance
Prospect
Services
Leads

A
FUN
DAY!!
Incentive
Coupons
for New
Members

Triple SPIKE
Credits
for the Month
of October

GHBA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

When:
Thursday, October 12, 2017
Where:
GHBA
9511 W Sam Houston Pkwy N
Greater Houston Builders Association – Building a Better Future | Houston Builder
Houston, TX 77064

For details, contact
Cynthia Fagan at:
cfagan@ghba.org
or
281-664-1425

| OCTOBER 2017
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The GHBA Group Medical Program
No Better Home for Your Employee Beneﬁt Needs

The GHBA Bona ﬁde Association program has grown
at an incredible rate over the last year and our end
of year rates have become even more aggressive.
The reasons for the phenomenal success and
growth of the program is due to many factors
including the ability to circumvent part of the ACA,
aggregation of all participating companies under
one single plan, streamlining administration, etc...
All of these factors usually result in much
lower pricing for members that initially sign
up for the plan and at renewal time. Our
proposals for member companies
coming onto the plan are usually 20%-30% below the market average and our renewals are
around 5% per year. Our program is competitive for any company that has between 2-1,000
employees.
Our Association programs are
saving tens of millions of dollars
for members throughout the
state and provide a long term
solution for all of your employee
beneﬁts.

IT IS NOT TOO EARLY (OR LATE) TO START WORKING ON YOUR RENEWAL!!
Even if it is not time for your renewal, get a proposal from us for comparison purposes
because you can change your insurance carrier at any time. Come Join the thousands and
thousands of individuals throughout Texas insured under our Group Medical Program
Contact Brian Stevenson For More Information
Oﬃce 281.752.9303 | Email bcstevenson@onedigital.com

50

OCTOBER 2017 | Houston Builder | Greater Houston Builders Association – Building a Better Future

PRESENTED BY

TITLE SPONSOR
Fall Networking Event

We saved you a seat.

2017 2nd Quarter &
3rd Quarter

TOP PRODUCERS
DESERVE THE

VIP

TOP

TREATMENT

PRODUCERS

SALES MANAGERS: REGISTER YOUR
TOP PRODUCERS NOW!

AWARDS

& RECOGNITION

REALTORS®: GET REGISTERED NOW!

COME JOIN US...

Mix & Mingle

Mexican Kitchen
& Tequila Bar

WITH THE BEST OF THE BEST

Tues., Nov. 14, 2017
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm at

Cadillac Bar

I-10 at Shepherd Dr.
Hou. Tx. 77007

Jointouasst!
in a

The 2018
SMC Board Members
will be announced
during this event.

Thanuk
Yo
to our current
sponsors*

Register by Nov. 3rd:
www.GHBA.org
After 11-3-17 a $10 Late Fee Applies

$35

MEMBERS

$45

NON-MEMBERS

Price includes: Admission,
Two Drink Tickets and
Delicious Tex Mex

*At time of publication.

**Event details are subject to change without notice.

Greater
Houston Builders Association – Building a Better Future
TITLE
SPONSOR

| Houston Builder

WANT TO
SPONSOR
DESIGN BY
THIS EVENT?
Mel Audain
(281) 664-1428
| OCTOBER 2017MAudain@ghba.org
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FAT TUES

Brought to you by

FEB

THE 2018

SAVE THE DATE

13

TH

EVENING

EVENT
VENUE TBD

Mardi Gras
Million Dollar Circle Awards
Annual event recognizing new home sales achievement in the Houston building industry.

Dinner & Awards
Presentation

Falous
INCLUDING OUR
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Silent Auction

Become a
Sponsor today!
Contact: Mel Audain at
maudain@ghba.org or
281-664-1428
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BLACK TIE GALA

CONTACT: MEL AUDAIN at
maudain@ghba.org or 281-664-1428

a night in

MONTE
CARLO

Thank
You
TO ALL

THE SPONSORS*
YOUR SUPPORT AND
EFFORTS MAKE THIS YEAR’S
AWARDS THE BIGGEST
EVENT OF THE YEAR.
WE APPRECIATE
ALL YOUR SUPPORT!

2017 EXCLUSIVE SPONSORS
*As of print date.

Decor Sponsor

Dessert Sponsor

Bar Sponsor

Caricature Artist Sponsor
Valet Sponsor

Trip Sponsor

Toast Sponsor

Photo Booth Sponsor
Casino Sponsor

Program Sponsor

Photography Sponsor

Centerpiece Sponsor
DIAMOND:
DataSmart/Ducan Security
Darling Homes

UNLIMITED SPONSORS

Martini Sponsor

GOLD:
Ashlar Development
Boe Creative
Rise Communities
Ferguson Bath, Kitchen
Drees Homes
Gallery
CHASE Greater Houston Builders Association – RoofTec
Building a Better Future
| &HLighting
ouston Builder |
Greymark Construction
Sherwin-Williams
Paint
Company
Shea
Homes
ConnectOne Security
MP Studio Interiors

Anderson I Hanson I Blanton
& Hillwood Communities
Cheery Creek Mortgage Co.

Re-Max Prestige

Specialty Drink Sponsor

Formula 1 Race Car Sponsor
SILVER:
Reverse Mortgage Funding

OCTOBER 2017

53

CEO'S FINAL THOUGHT

#HOUSTONSTRONG!

GHBA Proudly Supports
Members' Rebuilding Efforts

I

t has been a challenging few weeks
in Houston, to say the least. But,
together, we have endured a lot.

According to the Harris County Flood
Control District, a total of one trillion
gallons of water fell across Harris
County over a four day period thanks
to Harvey. Such rainfall would fill the
Astrodome 3,200 times and cover
Harris County’s 1,800 square miles with
an average of 33 inches of water.

By CASEY MORGAN,
GHBA Vice President & CEO

"At the GHBA,
we appreciate your
service and are
proud to support you
as you rebuild the
city we love."
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Despite the widespread devastation,
which according to Moody's Analytics
includes a total of $97 billion in
economic loss, we have much for
which to be proud.
First, we are the residents of a national
economic engine with a growing
population. In fact, the Greater Houston
Partnership (GHP) reports metro
Houston had a population of 6,772,470
in 2016. If Houston were a state, it
would have the 16th largest population
in the U.S., behind Massachusetts and
ahead of Tennessee. Further, Harris
County had a population of 4,589,928
residents in 2016. If Harris County were
a state, it would have the 26th largest
population in the U.S. behind Louisiana
and ahead of Kentucky.
And, even though, according to
Moody’s Analytics, Hurricane Harvey
ranks as the third largest economic
disaster after Hurricane Katrina and
the 9/11 attacks, the GHP predicts
that most job losses will be recouped
this month as employees displaced
by Harvey return to work and hiring
for repair and reconstruction efforts
begin. By November, the GHP expects
the region should surpass pre-Harvey
employment levels.

There’s also a great humanitarian side
to Hurricane Harvey’s story. In addition
to the heroic efforts performed by
numerous volunteers in their personal
boats, the Texas Department of Public
Safety reported that state and federal
agencies performed 122,331 rescues
during the storm. Additionally, the
GHP reports area-wide corporations
and business owners have pledged
over $300 million toward Harvey
relief. Specifically, Houston-based
companies have led the effort,
pledging $60 million.
For these reasons and so many more,
the GHBA is proud to be a part of our
spirited community.
We’re also proud because of the
resilient work of GHBA members,
helping friends and family, addressing
the needs of employees, and rebuilding
neighborhoods and communities.
As you rebuild, the GHBA supports you.
Whether it is on our website, in the
magazine, at luncheons, during
educational classes or in the news, the
GHBA will continue to make serving
our membership the top priority, and
we will continue our commitment
to respond to the needs of builders,
remodelers, developers and associates.
So many of you are dedicated to your
communities, serving one another, and
lending your expertise to help those
who have lost everything. At the GHBA,
we appreciate your service and are
proud to support you as you rebuild
the city we love.
Thank you for your hard work.
Houston Strong!
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#IBSORLANDO

2018 NAHB
International
Builders’ Show®
ORLANDO
JAN. 9–11 IBS EDUCATION & EXHIBITS
JAN. 5–11 NAHB MEETINGS

LEARN

New strategies and hot trends

SEE

New products, construction
demos and technology

SAVE

Low investment—$50 and $100
expo passes*

REGISTER AT BUILDERSSHOW.COM/REGISTER

*Expo pass rate will vary based on NAHB member or non-member status.
Rates will increase on November 11.
AD3618
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OFFICERS AND LEADERSHIP
GHBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mike Blalock, WEB Media Group LLC
D’Ann Brown, StrucSure Home Warranty
Bo Butler, Butler Brothers Construction
Marco Cordon, Lennar Homes of Texas/Village Builders
Bruce Craig, Beazer Homes of Texas
Dave Daniels GMB, CGR, CAPS, CGP, 3D Builders, LLC
Ian Faria, Bradley Law Firm
Russel Garrison, Lloyd Russel Homes
David Gordon, Whitestone Builders
Katy Hawes, Jamestown Estate Homes
Randy Jones, Terra Visions
Don Klein, Chesmar Homes
Kim Lawrence, CGA, CSP, HomePro
Kena Looker-Armstrong, Hotchkiss Insurance
Keith Luechtefeld, Shea Homes
John Madsen, Bentley, Bratcher & Associates, P.C.
Patrick Mayhan, Westin Homes
Dustin O’Neal, Costello Engineering
Parke Patterson, Parke Patterson Land Development
Matthew Reibenstein, Royal Residential
Bill Riley, CGB, GMB, CGR, CGP, Bicycle Bungalows
Ron Rohrbacher, Perry Homes
Jim Russ, EHRA
Megan Padua, Allpoints Services
Ed Taravella, TARACORP
Renae Turnbaugh, Carrier UTC Multifamily & Property Management National Accounts
Michael Van, Enterra Homes
Kevin Vick, CAPS, CGP, CGR, Vick Construction & Remodeling
John Williams, Brighton Homes / K. Hovnanian Family of Builders

BO BUTLER
PRESIDENT

DON KLEIN
VICE PRESIDENT

D'ANN BROWN
ASSOCIATE V. P.

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES
Rocky Flores, DataSmart/Duncan Security
Toner Kersting, CGP, Snyder Energy Services
Matt Sneller, CGP, GMB, CAPS, Sneller Custom Homes and Remodeling

JOHN WILLIAMS
SECRETARY

GHBA’S TAB DIRECTORS

JOHN MADSEN, CPA
TREASURER

IAN FARIA
LEGAL COUNSEL

Adam Aschmann
D’Ann Brown
Bo Butler
Kevin Frankel, CGP
Gonzalo Garcia, CGR,GMB,CAPS,CGP,GMR
Allen Griffin
Stephen Hann, CGR, GMB, GMR, CGP
Victoria Hawes, CGB, CGP
Sean Hodge
Leslie King, GMB, CGR, CAPS
Kena Looker-Armstrong
RG “Bubba” Reeder, CGB
Matthew Reibenstein
Ron Rohrbacher
John Williams

TAB LIFE DIRECTORS

PARKE PATTERSON
PAST PRESIDENT

Adam Bakir, P.E., GMB
Randy Bayer, GMB
Suzi Bayer, CGA, CSP, GMB
Randy Birdwell
Ronny Carroll
Jonathon Casada, GMB
KC Cox, CGA, CAPS, CGP
Mike Dishberger, GMB
Jim Frankel, GMB
Russel Garrison
Kathy Howard
Jeff Hunt, GMB, CGR, CAPS, CGP
Barry Kahn
Andy Loyd
Eddie Martin
Keith Rodgers, CGA, CSP
Bill Shaw, CGR, GMB, CAPS
Kathleen Stadler

GHBA’S NAHB DIRECTORS

Adam Aschmann
Dan Bawden, CGR, GMB, CAPS, CGP
Bo Butler
KC Cox, CGA, CAPS, CGP
Mike Dishberger, GMB
Clayton Farmer, CGP, HERS, LEED AP,
GBV, GBE, CEA, LEED-H GR, IECC, GBI
Victoria Hawes, CGB, CGP
Kathy Howard
Jeff Hunt, GMB, CGR, CAPS, CGP
Barry Kahn
Linda Kilgore, MIRM,CMP
Leslie King, GMB, CGR, CAPS
Bill Shaw, CGR, GMB, CAPS
John Williams

NAHB LIFE DIRECTORS

Randy Bayer, GMB
Suzi Bayer, CGA, CSP, GMB
Jonathon Casada, GMB, CAPS
Stephen Hann, CGR, GMB, GMR, CGP
Charles Leyendecker
Mike Manners
Eddie Martin
Tom Richey, CMP, MIRM
David Walton

NAHB SENIOR LIFE DIRECTORS
Randy Birdwell
J.S. Norman, Jr.

COUNCIL PRESIDENTS &
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Ambassador/Membership Committee – Chris Hawkins
Associate Council – Megan Padua
Benefit Homes Committee – Will Holder
Community Developers Council – Ed Taravella
Custom Builders Council – David Gordon
Education Committee – Dave Yelovich
Government Affairs Committee – Mike Dishberger
Green Built Gulf Coast – Nicole Keown & Jim Spurgeon
HomeAid Board President – Salty Thomason
HOME-PAC – Jim Holcomb
Past President’s Council – Parke Patterson
Retention Committee – Toner Kersting
Remodelers Council – Kevin Vick
Sales & Marketing Council – Mike Blalock
Volume Builders Committee – Jeff Dye

GHBA DIVISION PRESIDENTS

Bay Area Builders Association – Patrick Mayhan
Montgomery County Division – Matthew Reibenstein

GHBA STAFF
Executive Vice President and CEO
Casey Watts Morgan - (281) 664-1432
CMorgan@ghba.org
Director of Government Affairs
Bradley Pepper - (281) 664-1430
BPepper@ghba.org
Government Affairs Coordinator
Alisa Merritt - (281) 664-1433
AMerritt@ghba.org
Director of Builder Programs
Donna Buenik - (281) 664-1429
DBuenik@ghba.org
Publisher - Print & Web
Brittany Feldmann - (832) 215-7232
BFeldmann@ghba.org
Director of Membership/Marketing
Cynthia Fagan - (281) 664-1425
CFagan@ghba.org
Membership Coordinator
Vilma Bonilla - (281) 664-1426
VBonilla@ghba.org
Special Events Director
Melvina Audain - (281) 664-1428
MAudain@ghba.org
Education and Career Services Director
Peggy Means, CGA - (281) 664-1431
PMeans@ghba.org
Controller
Griff Godwin, CPA - (281) 664-1427
GGodwin@ghba.org
Staff Accountant
Lincoya Ferguson - (281) 664-1434
LFerguson@ghba.org
Administration & Builder Programs Coordinator
Simone Castille - (281) 664-1439
scastille@ghba.org
Office Manager
Janet Todd - (281) 664-1424
JTodd@ghba.org
Public Relations Director
Terry Swenson - (281) 382-9977
TerrySwenson21@gmail.com
HomeAid Houston Executive Director and CEO
Bette Moser, CAPS, CGP, CGA - (281) 664-1436
BetteMoser@homeaidhouston.org
HomeAid Director of Development
Sheri Douglass - (281) 664-1435
SDouglass@homeaidhouston.org
HomeAid Assistant Director of Operations & Events
Paige Shugart - (281) 664-1438
pshugart@homeaidhouston.org

CASEY MORGAN
EXECUTIVE VP & CEO
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 2017
MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Tuesday, October 3
11:30 a.m. - Bay Area Builders Association
Luncheon, at La Brisa, 501 N Wesley, 77573
Wednesday, October 4
1:30 p.m. - Developers Council

Stay informed and connected at association meetings and events.

November 2017
MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Wednesday, November 1
1:30 p.m. - Developers Council

Thursday, September 28
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. - Bay Area Builders Association
(BABA) Top Golf Speed Selling

Thursday, November 2
9 a.m. - Education Committee
4 p.m. - GHBA Board Meeting

Thursday, October 5
9 a.m. - Education Committee

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. - President's Reception, Member
Orientation & Networking

11:30 a.m. - Associate Council Luncheon

Tuesday, November 7
11:30 a.m. - Bay Area Builders Association
Luncheon, at La Brisa, 501 N Wesley, 77573

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. - Young Professionals
{YP} Networking Happy Hour at Cafe Adobe
Saturday, October 7
6 p.m. to 12 midnight - Houston's Best PRISM
Awards Gala, "A Night in Monte Carlo," at the
Marriott Marquis Hotel
Tuesday, October 10
11:30 a.m. - Remodelers Council Luncheon,
"Restoration after the Flood," at Houston Racquet
Club, 10709 Memorial Drive, Houston 77024
Thursday, October 12
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. - GHBA Membership Drive
Thursday, October 19
12 noon to 6:30 p.m. - 15th Annual GHBA Product
EXPO, at Sam Houston Race Park Pavilion
10:30 a.m. to 12 noon - Custom Builder
Contract Seminar
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. - Contract Seminar: Common
Litigation Issues Facing Builders

9 a.m. to 11 a.m. - Houston Building Science Basics
12 noon to 2 p.m. - Stuck by Stucco

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. - Custom Builders
Networking at Memorial Green (Open to Builder &
Associate Members of the CBC only)
Thursday, November 9
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. - Volume Builders Clay Shoot
Tuesday, November 14
11:30 a.m. - Remodelers Council Luncheon,
"Electrical Code," at Houston Racquet Club,
10709 Memorial Drive, Houston 77024

Thursday, November 16
11:30 a.m. - Custom Builders Council, at Houston
Racquet Club, 10709 Memorial (at Voss)
Friday, November 17
2 p.m. to 9 p.m. - 16th Annual BBQ & Wild Game
Cookoff

4 p.m. to 5 p.m. - Remodeler Contract Seminar
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THE NETWORK

h Best Prices

INSURANCE-BACKED
STRUCTURAL WARRANTY

h Fastest Lead Times

McCalle Fryar
BUILDER SOLUTION SPECIALIST

Visit our gallery at

cornerstoneoverheaddoor.com

832.428.5504 | mfryar@2-10.com

O: 832-528-8407
C: 832-681-1867

2-10.com
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W.R. WATSON, INC.
CUSTOM COUNTERTOPS

Granite • Quartz • Laminate • Solid Surface

12902 Mula Lane
Stafford, Texas 77477
www.wrwatson.com

WADE WATSON
President

Tel 281-495-2800
Fax 713-583-0676
wwatson@wrwatson.com

proofBC4o0.WW-20160519
Thursday, May 19, 2016 12:37:37 PM

Kristen Harshman
Outside Sales

210-273-8326
kharshman@houstonposttension.com
Turnkey & Material Piece Mill
Foundation Services, Bulk Rebar
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www.HoustonPostTension.com
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THE NETWORK

(713) 937-6060
Green Begins with Energy Eﬃciency.

Certiﬁed Energy Raters & Energy Code Inspectors

www.FoxEnergySpecialists.com

Sean Vitelli, GMB, MBA
Regional Sales Manager

centricity.com

formerly Bonded Builders
and Bankers Warranty Group

direct 800.345.6282 x4748
mobile 281.850.3378
email svitelli@centricity.com

Advertise here for as
little as $99/month!
Call 832.215.7232 or email
bfeldmann@ghba.org for rates
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Now it’s simple to bring the
beauty of Acme Brick inside.
You can now increase your homes’ appeal with beautiful brick
interior walls and backsplashes with Acme ThinBRIK™. This
real brick product is adhered to the wall and ﬁnished with real
mortar. Because of thinBRIK’s light weight, no additional footing
or other support is normally required so installation is fast and
simple. And any member of your crew can do the job saving
more time and money.
Show how will you choose to add the distinctive beauty,
durability and warmth of real Acme brick to your new homes’ interiors?
Decisions, decisions. Get started at www.brick.com/thinbrik.
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